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Johnny Chen 

Position: President 

          Everyday thousands of students come to UWT not just 
because there are tasks they believe they can complete but 
also because there are movements and efforts they can engage 
in changing our communities and our world. Our students 
want to better their life here at the UWT so a student 
government that serves them should better everything our 
students count on at the UWT. For the last three years, I have 
seen that students contemplate whether this university is well 
equipped to suit their needs. I have encountered too many 
students of our institution that stress on something as little as 
finding a parking spot when they can be focused on engaging 
their classroom environment. We have students who are too 
wary to start a club, join a club, or be involved a club. There 
should be a student government that spends every day 
working for the student body! I am hoping to be your student 
government president because I believe that an ineffective 
student government provides no strength to the voice of our 
students. Under my presidency, no longer would your voices 
be silent, but would instead ring loud carry importance in my 
mind. I hope to work with all of my fellow students to 
represent their views, because nothing can change UWT for 
student government allows the administration to be the only 
creator of change. There is no student who needs a bad 
learning experience so the student government should not fail 
to be a good builder of our experience at the UWT. I am 
committed to all of you because none of you shall ever lose the 
awesome right to make and do what is awesome for a shared 
community and a shared world that allow our life to earn the 
sunshine! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Arwa Mohamed Dubad  

Position: President   

I am a junior majoring in Philosophy, Politics, & Economics, 
and minoring in Human Rights and Religious Studies. I am 
the current president of Somali Students Association, and 
an active member of Black Student Union, Muslim Student 
Association. I sit on two committees: The Race & Equity 
Initiative Steering Committee and Vice Chancellor for 
Equity & Inclusion Search Committee. During this election 
season, I am running on five main pillars, which are:   

1. Safe & free parking   

2. Quality & affordable education    

3. Inclusive campus climate  

4. Unprecedented Transparency   

5. Cultivate student success   

I am running on a ticket with a diverse team of 
undergraduates and graduates. Our ticket name is 
Advocates 4 Access.  

President: Arwa Dubad  
Director of University Affairs: Emmett Kang   
Director of Internal Affairs: Christie Peralta   
Director of Student Technology: Bereket Anshebo  
Director of Finance: April Lai   
Director of Outreach: Saalim Ahmed  
 

 

                                 

 

Endorsed By: 

Black Student Union 

First Generation Student Success 

Somali Student Association 
Muslim Student Association 

FASA 

 

 

 

 



Emmett Kang  

Position: Director of University Affairs 

I am currently a junior majoring in Computer science. I am 
running for Director of University Affairs. From my 
freshman year, I have been involved with the University of 
Washington Tacoma community. I was involved in different 
community within the campus, such as becoming a mentor 
for STEPS program from Center of Equity and Inclusion, 
Student Activities Board, Peer Advisor and being involved 
with many different RSO. With my experience, I was able 
see what has been going on within the campus, and was 
able to build many different connections between other 
people.  

With my experience, I hope I can help provide more access 
our student population, because despite the fact that we 
have developed and growth, there are always room for 
improvement. Whether it is about access to information or 
access to resources, I wish to provide more to the student 
body.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

               

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Endorsed By: 

First Generation Student Success 

Synergy Finance 

DECA 

FASA 

Somali Student Association 

 



Christie Peralta 

Position: Director of Internal Communications and Affairs  

Hello UWT students and welcome back to another election 
season! 

As the current Director of Internal Communications and Affairs 
and a past Milgard School of Business Senator for ASUWT, I can 
speak from experience about the dynamics between the Senate 
and Board of Directors. Both the Senate and the Board work hard 
to ensure student voices are represented. However, I have 
noticed disconnections between the two since the culture of 
collaborating on projects hasn’t been the norm in the past.  

From this, I have learned that transparency and communication 
between the two groups from the very beginning of our terms is 
crucial for the success of ASUWT as a whole. The impact of a 
strong work dynamic between the Senate and Board means a 
stronger voice to represent and advocate for student concerns. I 
can bring this knowledge moving forward with the next team as I 
run for reelection of my position.  
 
I’m Christie Peralta and it would be an honor to serve another 
term as your Director of Internal Communications and Affairs. 
Please vote for me and the rest of the Advocates 4 Access team! 
 

Advocates 4 Access 
President: Arwa Dubad 
Director of University Affairs: Emmett Kang 
Director of Internal Communications and Affairs: Christie Peralta 
Director of Student Technology: Bereket Anshebo 
Director of Finance: April Lai 
Director of Outreach: Saalim Ahmed 
 
 
                          

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Endorsed By: 

First Generation Student Success 

Somali Student Association 

Synergy Finance 

DECA 

FASA 



Bereket Anshebo  

Position: Director of Student Technology  

Greetings fellow students!  

My name is Bereket (BK) Anshebo. It is with great delight 
that I'm running for the Director of Student Technology on 
the Associated Students of the University of Washington 
Tacoma (ASUWT).  

I'm a junior majoring in Biomedical Sciences and a student 
in the Global Honors program. Currently, I'm a member of 
the Student Technology Fee Committee and co-chair of the 
Student Leadership Council of the Global Honors program.  

At Seattle Central College, I was elected to the Associated 
Student Council to serve as the Executive Officer of Student 
Issues and Concerns. My responsibilities included chairing 
the Issues and Concerns Committee which responded to 
student concerns on emerging issues and serving as key 
liaison to student organizations as well as meeting with 
various campus departments on behalf of the students.  

I want to continue advocating for my peers as the Director 
of Student Technology and ensure that student money is 
used for technology that is easily accessible by all students. 
Thank you for considering me and I look forward to serving 
you.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Endorsed By: 

Pre-Health Society of UWT 

Synergy Finance 

DECA 

FASA 

Somali Student Association 

 



April Jennifer Lai 

Position: Director of Finance  

Our campus is a unique community of diverse individuals who 
support one another. The University of Washington Tacoma is 
good at creating space for that, but there will always be a need 
for new measures to sustain greatness. To ensure that we are 
truly boundless in our efforts to maximize student success, UWT 
needs a team dedicated to exactly that.  

I am running for the Director of Finance. I have experience 
working in Student Leadership as the SAB Entertainment 
Coordinator as well as serving on two committees: Student 
Technology Fee and Council for Campus Engagement. I play an 
active role in the Milgard Business School on the Student Panel 
to help welcome new students after earning early acceptance to 
the program my freshman year. I value community engagement, 
volunteering and advocating for student success. I have recently 
become part of a campus wide project to support First 
Generation students and co-established a Collegiate DECA 
chapter at UWT.  

Holding these leadership roles on campus is a privilege. I believe 
that I owe it to my fellow students to advocate for items that lead 
to their success. The main areas of my focus include safe & 
accessible parking, affordability all-around, transparency, 
protecting an inclusive campus climate and most significantly, 
cultivating student success.  

Being so involved on campus I am aware of the issues and items 
that students care about the most. I am motivated to serve my 
student body and encourage what is best for Tacoma Huskies 
through all of my endeavors. Please join my team and I, 
Advocates 4 Access.  

I appreciate you all and as always, Go Dawgs!  

 

 

 

Endorsed By: 

First Generation Student Success 

Synergy Finance 

DECA 

FASA 

Somali Student Association 

 

 

 



Saalim Ahmed  

Position: Director of Outreach 

A current sophomore student here at the University of 
Washington Tacoma. My intended major is Information 
Technology, and I am excited to announce that I will be 
running for Director of Outreach part of a team that is fully 
committed on advocating for access, as it is our team ticket. 
Our goals for ASUWT involve the following: Safe, accessible 
parking. Affordability all around. Inclusive campus climate. 
Transparency as well as cultivating student success. 

As the Director of Outreach I know it is extremely 
important that I connect with the student body by reaching 
out and informing them of the key recourses on campus 
and advocate on their behalf. 

The reason I am pursuing this position is because I believe 
it is important that current and future students are aware 
of what’s going on campus. Whether it be events or 
important information it is critical that our community is 
up to par as they are the ones who make up the 
environment. With the talents and skills I posses, I envision 
myself as a leading change agent knowing that I have the 
potential of being a leader. I am truly humbled by the 
opportunity and willing to make sacrifices for the greater 
good of the current and future students here at UWT. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Endorsed By: 

Muslim Student Association 

Synergy Finance 

DECA 

FASA 

Somali Student Association 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

Adam Carl Birgenheier 

Position: Director of Legislative Affairs 
 

Dear ASUWT,  

 

I want to thank you all for the opportunity to run for 
Legislative Affairs in this upcoming election cycle.  

 

Best wishes 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                          

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 



Connor Myers 

Position: IAS Senator 
 

The University of Washington Tacoma is a rapidly growing 
campus and undergoing a transformation from commuter 
campus to a university, something that all students are 
aware through one means or another. As senator, I hope to 
build bridges between the school administration and the 
students it is building a university for. Student participation 
in the direction and growth of a campus is vital to the 
development of community and school spirit. As a 
representative of the School of Interdisciplinary Arts & 
Sciences, I will act as an avenue for this participation and 
stay engaged with the many subjects and majors it houses. 
Working as a Coordinator for the Center for Student 
Involvement and a Math Tutor for the Teaching and 
Learning Center, I have a particular perspective on the 
interactions that students make with various services 
provided on campus and how they might be served better. 
This perspective and my extensive amount of time spent on 
campus both will bolster my ability to represent students 
within the ASUWT government.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Kendy Trinh 

Position: IAS Senator 
I am a junior studying Ethnic, Gender, Labor Studies. As a first-
generation college student and also a student of Color, I am determined 
to create more access for students of all backgrounds.  

Things that I care about: 

College Affordability- We are college students that come from different 
backgrounds and experiences putting us on a budget. We need a 
campus where it is less costly for fun and relaxing activities for 
students.  

Transparency- Students need clear understanding of new policies, 
programs, and financial changes that might directly impact the student 
body. Students deserve the right to ask questions and get direct 
answers for those questions.  

More student voices on committees- There are committees that make 
decisions for the students without any students voices on the 
committees. We need give more opportunity for students to represent 
students on these committees. 

More support for students of Color and first generation college 
students- We need more resources for our entire student body. I want 
to hold the administration accountable to support all students rather 
than just advertising that we are diverse. 

What I will change:  

 As a Senator, I will increase student employment opportunities by 
decreasing contracted companies on UWT such as the “Parking 
Enforcement”. We also need parking lots that are owned and run by 
UWT and not private  

I will work with our student government to bring back the two-hour 
public parking time zone because the 90-minute parking period does 
not meet the needs of students that are going to class.  

I will advocate for a 1-hour lunch period every weekday so student 
clubs are able to host longer club meetings and all students will have 

more time to eat, go to events, meet with professors, and catch up with 
homework.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Endorsed By: 

First Generation Student Success 

Somali Student Association 

Latinxs Embracing Education 

 

 

 



Natalie Garces 

Position: Business Senator 

 

My name is Natalie Garces and I am running for the Milgard 
School of Business Senator. The University of Washington 
Tacoma is an institution built around a diverse student 
body from differing backgrounds, ages, interests, and 
experiences. My goal if given the position of the Milgard 
School of Business Senator of ASUWT, would be to listen to 
the voices and concerns of every student and to serve these 
students’ needs. As a business student in Marketing, I 
would like to increase the level of engagement between 
students and ASUWT through more announcing of events 
by online media platform usage and word of mouth. 
ASUWT is here to represent the people so it is only through 
the hearing students’ voices and demands can ASUWT 
engage in the development of institutional change. As 
Business Senator, I would play an active role of serving the 
community through serving on committees involving 
outreach and transportation and personally reaching out to 
students on the campus, especially those from the Milgard 
School of Business.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Endorsed By: 

First Generation Student Success 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

Benjamin Alexander Wilson 

Position: Business Senator  

As senator I will do 3 things: listen, support, and change. 
Student voices matters and need to be heard. UWT is a 
wonderfully diverse campus, whether you are black or 
white, gay or straight, Muslim or Christian, or anything in-
between I will listen to your concerns and implement 
changes that will make UW a great place for everyone. I 
look forward to working with the rest of the student and 
supporting their goals. Vote for a change you can believe in.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Diana Algomeda  

Position: Undeclared Senator 
 

My name is Diana Algomeda and I am a global honors 
student with a passion for embracing education. Being that 
I also identify as a first generation student attending a 
campus in which 64% of the student body is also first 
generation, I am here to be an advocator, listener, and an 
agent of change to those experiencing this journey for the 
first time as well, but also be an overall resource to 
students of all backgrounds. I want to personify and 
continue the values that University of Washington Tacoma 
holds highly important as an urban serving campus as it 
provided me an access to higher education that I did not 
think was possible. If you elect me to represent you in the 
student senate, I promise to do all in my power to make 
sure your voices and concerns are heard and addressed. My 
experience as a peer advisor has allowed me to listen to 
various perspectives and common issues that students 
have acclimating to an academic institution. I will work 
hard every day to make sure your experience as a Husky is 
unforgettable!  
 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Endorsed By: 

Young Stem Minds 

Latinxs Embracing Education 

First Generation Student Success 

 

 



Melanie Rayles 

Position: Education Senator  
 

           My platform focuses on inclusiveness by collaboration 
between student body, RSO and the community. I feel it is 
important not only to focus on inclusion but self-identity 
and the University to resemble the student body.  As well as 
through education by increasing the number of graduate 
programs without increasing the demand on child care and 
transportation for students by encouraging the University 
to offer more online and hybrid courses through 
collaboration with the tri-campus efforts. This will allow 
students with tight schedules to take courses not currently 
available to them due to availability of the courses or other 
restrictions faced by the diverse group of students at UWT. 
This would aid in alleviating child care concerns for some of 
the students and reduce parking issues related to offering 
more classes at the school.  Both concerns are commonly 
discussed by students as reasons for not taking additional 
courses or a more diverse schedule of classes at UWT.  

The start of my focus on graduate programs will be 
pertaining to the School of Education by creating more 
teaching certificate opportunities. Through the observation 
in the education classes students have expressed interest in 
expansion and with relocation due to limited options.  

 

                          

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Endorsed By: 

iSomos Tacoma! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Open Write-In Positions 

- Urban Studies Senator 
- Social Work Senator 
- Nursing/Healthcare Lead. Senator 
- Information Technology Senator 
- Undeclared Senator 1 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Green for Green Fee 

Referendum 
 

This measure, if approved, would institute a student fee of 

$8/student/quarter (pro-rated for part-time) to fund sustainability 

projects and initiatives involving UWT students on the UW Tacoma 

campus. The UWT Green for Green Fund created will be used to: 

(1)Hire a full-time Sustainability Coordinator for the UWT campus; 

(2)Hire 3 part-time, paid student Sustainability Interns; and  

(3)Fund approved campus sustainability projects involving UWT 

students. 

This measure also creates a new UWT Green for Green Committee; 

voting members on the Committee are the 3 Sustainability Interns and 

2 ASUWT Senators selected by the Senate. Ex officio members of the 

Committee will include the Sustainability Coordinator, the Chair of the 

Chancellor’s Advisory Committee on Sustainability, and any others the 

Committee invites. 

                                      

 

 

 

 

                                   

This measure also establishes the process for sustainability project 

approval. The Sustainability Coordinator will assist students in 

preparing project applications. Students will present their projects to 

the Chancellor’s Advisory Committee on Sustainability (consisting of 

student (3), staff (6), faculty (3) and administration (3) members) for 

comments. Proposals are edited to address these comments and the 

revised proposals are presented to the UWT Green for Green 

Committee for approval. 

The Sustainability Coordinator oversees project budgets, processes 

reimbursements and invoice payments, acts as liaison to the 

Chancellor’s Advisory Committee on Sustainability (ex officio) and 

advises Sustainability Interns.  Sustainability Interns sit on the UWT 

Green for Green Committee, help coordinate approved projects, and 

help maintain existing projects. The Coordinator and Interns may also 

initiate or participate in events that promote sustainability on or off 

campus. 

Once a year the Sustainability Coordinator and the Sustainability 

Interns will present to ASUWT on that years funded projects, budget 

allocations, accomplishments and projections for the next year. 

 


