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Situation Analysis 
In late February 2016 and into March, students took to a variety of UW Tacoma social groups 

on Facebook express their concerns about the 2016 Commencement Ceremony planned at the 

Tacoma Dome.  

After numerous students began seeking to secure extra tickets from other students, 

undergraduate student Shyla Shankle decided to start an online petition to change the five 

ticket policy and/or venue. As of April 1st, the petition had garnered 414 signatories and 3,818 

views (how many of these signatures were from UW Tacoma students is indeterminable).  The 

main post promoting this petition on the Facebook group for graduating seniors picked up 42 

comments and amassed 21 shares by students. In the weeks to follow, the senior class 

Facebook group became the home to at least 34 subsequent posts about the commencement 

controversy.  

In response to this public expression of concern, ASUWT held a special meeting to hear from 

students and discuss possible solutions to the perceived problem. ASUWT also developed and 

publicized a survey (available and applicable to all UW Tacoma students, not just those 

graduating) in order to ascertain the scope of complaints, assess ticket demand, and determine 

students’ reception to some preliminary solutions. Additionally, ASUWT President Sophie Nop 

reached out to the Commencement Committee for more information on the status of the venue 

contract.  

This two-part report is the result of a month-long information gathering process, with ASUWT 

seeking out students’ views on the matter, attempting to discern the factors considered thus 

far, and researching alternative venue options.  

Methodology 
The survey was publicized to the student body through a combination of social media, student 

government announcements, a UWT 411 email, and word-of-mouth referrals by concerned 

students on Facebook. No financial incentives were offered to students to take the survey. The 

survey was open from February 24th through to March 25th, allowing for a full month of survey 

availability. 

With these methods we achieved a population of 565 respondents, a sample size resulting in a 

confidence level of 99% and a 5.1% margin of error. This strategy for student engagement 

(and others outlined in ASUWT’s December 2015 report on the minimum wage) can serve as a 

viable means for future commencement ceremony feedback analysis. 
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The survey itself measured 5 elements: 

1) Students’ demographics, including undergraduate/graduate, academic department, class 

status, and intent to participate in a commencement ceremony 

2) Students’ status as a first-generation college student 

3) Students’ willingness to attend a commencement ceremony held at Husky Stadium 

4) Perceived feasibility of changing the 2016 June 10th graduation ceremony date 

5) Approximate ticket demand 

The survey concluded with an invitation to share comments with the Commencement 

Committee. This invitation received 295 responses (53% of respondents), resulting in 20+ 

pages of written comments. ASUWT has conducted a qualitative analysis of these comments 

(see page 5), but ASUWT highly encourages Commencement Committee members to read 

students’ thoughts in full. These anonymous comments are attached to this report in Appendix 

1.  

In our analysis, we emphasize qualitative storytelling, purposefully placing student comments 

front and center. While we do provide an executive summary of each discourse, we feel 

strongly that there are some viewpoints and experiences that we cannot adequately 

paraphrase. Accordingly, we have selected a range of compelling comments (2-6 per discourse) 

to provide an important personal dimension to this report. For the purposes of clarity, we have 

taken excerpts of some comments and selectively quoted others (indicated by “….”). 

Survey Limitations 
A representative sample was achieved for the overall population of University of Washington-

Tacoma, and for Graduating Seniors at 95% confidence level or above. However, Graduate 

students, Juniors, Sophomores, and Freshman were underrepresented.  First generation 

students were represented at 50% in the survey, but below the 68% threshold of first 

generation students for UW-Tacoma. There is an overrepresentation of students that intend to 

attend commencement. This is to be expected given that this is a commencement survey.   

Despite these limitations, this survey does provide a good indication of how graduating students 

feel about the logistics related to commencement. Due to unintentionally broad answer 

categories for one question, there is a limitation in the information we can glean about the 

number of tickets that students want. A limitation also exists in that there are not many 

alternatives listed for respondents so alternative solutions may exist that are not listed in this 

survey. There is also a limitation in regard to the seriousness of how students feel about 

commencement. While students indicated clearly what number of tickets they desired, it is not 
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clear how salient, or strong those desires are. An examination of the qualitative data will be 

required to understand this. 

Lastly, qualitative analysis reveals that there were a small number of students (N=11) who 

stated that they were fine with the ceremony as is. This compared with the 195 students who 

expressly opposed to the five ticket limit indicates that survey respondents may have been 

predisposed to have a strong opinion on the matter. 

Quantitative Findings 
Half of all graduating students would prefer 5-9 tickets (49%). 40% of students would prefer 

more than 9 tickets. 96% of respondents intend to walk (this can be explained by the type of 

students who would respond to the survey; see Survey Limitations). About 50% of 

respondents are first generation students. First generation students show no significant 

difference in desire or want for additional tickets. Approximately 68% of respondents would be 

willing to adjust the location of commencement to Husky Stadium or an earlier time in the day.  

Qualitative Findings 
52% of students who took the survey chose to provide additional comments to the 

Commencement Committee. These responses (N=295) were read and extensively analyzed by 

ASUWT. Six broad themes of student discourse were identified:  

1)  Five tickets is not enough (N=195) 

2) Familial Support / Non-nuclear family / Support networks (N=108) 

3) Poor planning (N= 61) 

4) First generation graduates (N=53) 

5) Relevant ideas (N= 28) 

6) Family coming from out of state (N= 20) 

Additionally, five minor discourses recurred periodically throughout student comments. Four of 

these minor themes are addressed in the Discourse #3: Poor Planning section. The last one 

is discussed in the Discourse #5: Relevant Ideas section. A selection of sample responses 

has been highlighted in each discourse to approximately represent the views of students 

expressing those concerns. 
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Discourse #1: Five tickets is not enough 

Of the 295 students who chose to provide additional comments to the Commencement 

Committee, 195 specifically expressed their view that five tickets per student (infants 

included) is insufficient. 2 responses pertaining directly to this concern are transcribed here: 

Sample Comment #1: (Undergraduate graduating senior | Needs 10-14 tickets) 

“I cannot understand how the committee settled on 5 tickets. This is a slap in the face 

to all students who have paid for their education. How do you choose 5 people to attend 

from all of the people who have supported you throughout your education. Ridiculous. 

Thank you.” 

Sample Comment #2: (Undergraduate graduating senior | Not walking) 

“The 5 ticket limit is crazy! I understand that the Tacoma Dome has limited space- then 

maybe switch the ceremony location. The 5 ticket limit is why I decided not to walk 

because my family exceeds the 5 ticket limit and I don’t want to tell members of my 

family who can and cannot come, while they all want to go. I would love to walk at 

graduation! I’ve been looking forward to it forever, but not under these terms.” 

Discourse #2: Familial Support / Non-nuclear family / Support 

network 

A major theme of qualitative responses was the significance of familial support to UW Tacoma 

students throughout their education. 108 students explicitly referenced the importance 

of family in helping them to achieve their education. Many students credited the support 

of extended family networks – such as grandparents, uncles and aunts, cousins and godparents 

– with their educational achievements.  

Students also described how their immediate family did not fit into the traditional nuclear family 

model of 2 parents and 2-3 kids. Instead, respondents noted that many students of color and 

non-traditional [married] students’ immediate families far exceeded the five ticket allotment.  

Lastly, students also included influential non-family individuals in their consideration of who 

they wanted to attend their graduation ceremony. These other individuals were frequently 

mentors, past teachers, close friends, and/or godparents whom the student judged to have 

been instrumental in supporting them throughout their education. 5 responses pertaining 

directly to this discourse are shown below: 
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Sample Comment #1: (Undergraduate non-graduating senior | Needs more than 15 tickets) 

"For some people, this is the biggest accomplishment in their life, and in some cases, for 

their family.  I don't think that making a student that may have a large support network 

limit it down to 5 people. Take into account a married student that has both parents and 

grandparents alive.  4 siblings that were instrumental to the student by watching their 

kids or helping them study.  What about the best friend or pastor that has been helpful 

in encouraging the student to continue on…. 

Sample Comment #2: (Undergraduate graduating senior | Needs 10-14 tickets) 

“I am a mother, wife and veteran. It has taken me more than ten years to graduate due 

to my family and military responsibilities. This will be an extremely important day for 

myself and my family…. My family from out of town will be flying to WA for this event. I 

am heart broken that only my husband, children and parents will be the only ones able 

to attend. I have an extensive family including my two sisters and their families. Plus, all 

of my husband's family who are Tacoma residents…. With the growth of UWT, we need 

to find a larger venue to allow students to share this proud moment with all the people 

who care for them.” 

Sample Comment #3: (Undergraduate junior | Will need 10-14 tickets) 

“Please take in consideration that UW-Tacoma is a non-traditional student base. 

Students age demographics attending this campus is quite different from the traditional 

standpoint.... A full school load with kids and work makes attending school nearly 

impossible without the support they provide. Having a ticket count of 5 is a dis-service 

to the students and family members alike... I urge UW-Tacoma to highly reconsider the 

current ticket count! ...” 

Sample Comment #4: (Undergraduate graduating senior | Needs 10-14 tickets) 

“5 tickets is really not enough for people that have supported me through my academic 

journey, and I'm sure other students feel the same. I hope the university can find a way 

to honor not just their students, but also the people that helped those students along 

the way.” 

Sample Comment #5: (Undergraduate graduating senior | Needs more than 15 tickets) 

“I was homeless through the first 2 years of college I have worked very hard and want 

the people I love to be there to see me walk !!” 

 



 

 

Page 8  

 

Discourse #3: Poor Planning 

Another dominant theme of student comments (N=61) was their dissatisfaction 

with the planning process responsible for the commencement venue selection. 

Multiple students noted that this was not an unanticipated problem; graduating students in 

2015 expressed discontent with the then-seven ticket limit. Given the successive growth of each 

graduating class since the ticket system was instituted two years ago, students consider the 5 

ticket limit to be a direct reflection on the Commencement Committee’s lack of anticipatory 

accommodation. 

Students were also resentful that this survey was the first time their views were being solicited. 

Several respondents noted that an effort to ascertain how many tickets students needed could 

have been conducted ahead of time (such as at the start of Fall quarter) in order to inform a 

suitable venue selection process. Furthermore, several students criticized the transparency of 

the planning process, wondering how the decision was made to reduce the ticket allotment 

from 7 to 5 tickets.  

Four sub-themes of concern were also evident in this both discourse and varying comments. 

First, 11 students thought that the ticket requirement for infants was “ridiculous and ludicrous,” 

and disproportionately impacted non-traditional students who were married and had young 

children. Second, 4 students considered the 9:00 am start time to be inconvenient at best and 

extremely difficult at worst for students’ whose families had inflexible work schedules. Lastly, 2 

students explicitly requested more thoughtful consideration of disability accessibility 

accommodations in current and future venue options.  

On the whole, students tended to directly connect the Commencement ceremony with 

the identity and reputation of UW Tacoma. They viewed it as a reflection of the value that 

UW Tacoma places on its students. The lack of transparency, perceived absence of foresight, 

and failure to seek out the views and needs of the graduating class negatively affected 

students’ views of their university and its administration. 4 responses pertaining directly to this 

discourse are transcribed here: 

Sample Comment #1: (Undergraduate graduating senior | Needs 5-9 tickets) 

“I am very upset about the planning of all of this. While I know that it sounds petty to 

complain about the amount of tickets we are getting, I think there is a bigger picture 

here…. We are a university. We are a place where magic happens, where people find 

their true selves. You really expect everyone to only have 5 people in their lives to 

experience something so life changing? The culminating moment of over 16 years of 

school. And you say I can't have more than 5? Where is the loyalty to your student 
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body? Where were you as a college student? Were you regulated? Why should we be? 

We are a university that is so diverse. Professors and students love that. So, 

administration should think that too right? I know people in my classes that have over 5 

kids, c'mon now.  

I love UWT, I am happy I went here. But, this is bad. This goes against everything UWT 

stands for. We are different, we are a great community. Do not ruin it by telling us who 

and who we cannot invite to our own graduation. Please.” 

Sample Comment #2: (Undergraduate graduating senior | Needs 10-14 tickets) 

“UW Tacoma prides itself in being an urban serving campus and recognizing that there 

are many first generation college students. Thus, the school should understand that for 

many graduating UW Tacoma students, their graduation is not a win only for 

themselves, but for their family and communities. Hence, it is very inconsiderate and a 

disregard to students success to limit to amount of tickets for commencement. Students 

should not have to suffer due to a lack of planning and consideration on the part of UW 

Tacoma's Commencement Committee.” 

Sample Comment #3: (Undergraduate graduating senior | Needs 5-9 tickets) 

“How was the decision around graduation venue made? Who made this decision? Why 

were graduating students not consulted regarding their needs? Who thought 5 tickets 

would be sufficient? When decisions to increase enrollment are made, are the 

consequences for the graduating classes thought out? Does the administration consider 

that students who pay tuition, diligently apply themselves in classes, sacrifice family 

time etc might want their family to be at their commencement in person to celebrate? 

Why is it acceptable to the administration to hold a commencement ceremony in a 

venue that restricts graduates to FIVE celebrants INCLUDING infants and "babies in 

arms"? …. I, for one, feel that the administration of UWT cares about increasing tuition 

and money in the pocket of UWT and not about the actual student of UWT.” 

Sample Comment #4: (Undergraduate graduating senior | Needs 5-9 tickets) 

“This whole issue was foreseeable, and should have been addressed a couple of years 

ago. This is a gross failure on administration. With a growing student body, it was 

obvious that there would be am increase in graduating class sizes…. What this school is 

doing to graduating seniors as a result of their inept planning and foresight is 

unconscionable, and completely unprofessional.” 
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Discourse #4: First-Generation Graduates 

Another unmistakable discourse were the comments highlighting the experiences of first-

generation college graduates. 53 respondents asserted that their status as the first 

person in their family to graduate from college significantly shaped their 

considerations of who they wanted to celebrate with them. Multiple students with 

younger siblings specifically wanted them to attend (in addition to parents and grandparents) 

their commencement ceremony in order to communicate to them the value of graduating from 

university. Additionally, students wanted to share their strong feelings of personal 

accomplishment with their support networks of immediate and extended family at the 

commencement ceremony. These values and more were dominant features of this discourse. 6 

responses pertaining to this discourse are highlighted below: 

Sample Comment #1: (Undergraduate junior| Will need 5-9 tickets) 

“UWT prides itself on the large amount of first generation college students at the school, 

however it fails to meet the needs of those students. As a first generation student 

college myself, graduating from college is not only an achievement made by me, but 

also an achievement made by my family. If it wasn't for their support, I wouldn't be 

walking across the stage. It is very important to me that my family will be able to see 

me graduate from college.” 

Sample Excerpts #2: (Undergraduate graduating senior | Needs 5-9 tickets) 

“I have several in my family who have taken college class but I will be the first to 

graduate with a BA. I also am a single mother and being able to show my children that 

even with a lot of diversity college is very attainable if you are willing to work…. College 

was a huge financial burden and one I couldn't afford until I was nearly 40 yrs. And I 

still had to use the state need grant to be here. Those that I would have in attendance 

at my graduation would be who has lent financial or emotional support during this 

journey. They need to be there….” 

Sample Comment #3: (Undergraduate graduating senior | Needs 10-14 tickets) 

“I am a first generation college student. And the first of all of my cousin to graduate 

college. Recently while at a family gathering we were discussing my graduation and all 

of my family members pulled out their phones to put in the date of my graduation. Can 

you imagine how uncomfortable I felt to tell them, sorry you all cannot come. Now I 

have to play favorites to the people who helped raise me and get me to where I am 

today. It's extremely uncomfortable to have such a limit on my graduation experience. I 
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still love the experience I have been given at UWT, I have attended since I was a 

freshman, but this feels like it belittles my entire accomplishment.” 

Sample Comment #4: (Undergraduate junior | Will need 10-14 tickets) 

“I am the first of my family to graduate let alone from a respected university. I would 

love to have the closest of my family that still have the chance (i.e. my nieces and 

nephew) to make the choice of college to see their Aunty graduate. It would be 

important for the future of my family. Therefore, having to remove very important 

people from my ticket list is unfortunate. I hope this can be changed!! Thank you for 

listening to our surveys and petitions. I appreciate it.” 

Sample Comment #5: (Undergraduate graduating senior | Needs 10-14 tickets) 

“Being a first generation graduate, this moment is very special in both my life and that 

of my families. In addition, many of my fellow students have similar stories. Therefore, it 

would be a tragedy to limit the audience, who in many cases, are the very people who 

have made sacrifices that have helped all these students the ability to graduate.” 

Sample Comment #6: (Undergraduate graduating senior | Needs 10-14 tickets) 

“I am a first generation college student. Graduating from UWT in a goal that was too far 

away from reaching because of personal circumstamces. However, I am now graduating 

and that is the best feeling ever. Graduating is not just my accomplishment it is also my 

parents and those who suppoerted me on the way. Therefore, I would want to see my 

family and support system see me walk that day! ….” 

Discourse #5: Relevant Ideas 

28 students utilized the additional comments section to offer up ideas about how a 

commencement ceremony might be structured differently to accommodate more attendees. For 

the purposes of brevity, these ideas are summarized here: 

• Create a ticket pooling system, through which students can donate their extra tickets 

and students in need of tickets can be assigned additional tickets via lottery 

• Allow 2-4 tickets per student registered for commencement ceremony, with an option to 

purchase more tickets at a marginal price 

• Utilize the entire Tacoma Dome 

• Plan two commencement ceremonies 

• Plan an additional commencement ceremony at the end of Winter quarter for those 

graduating early (this would reduce the number of students walking in June) 
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• Do separate commencement ceremonies for the largest schools (IAS, Business, etc.) 

and host the smaller schools in one ceremony 

• Consider having a separate commencement ceremony for graduating graduate students 

• Ask students at the beginning of their senior year how many tickets need, then find a 

location after 

• Give each student 5-7 tickets for guests in an assigned seating area, then have 

unlimited tickets for additional guests with no assigned seating or standing room only.  

• Live-stream the ceremony from the Tacoma Dome to an overflow venue on campus, 

such as William Phillip Hall 

Additionally, the survey asked students about whether they would be willing to graduate in 

Husky Stadium. The specific results for that question are summarized in the Quantitative 

Analysis section, but 29 students used the additional comments question to share their support 

for this proposition (only 5 students expressly shared their opposition to this idea).  

Discourse #6: Out of State 

Lastly, 20 students noted that several of their families had already booked their plane tickets to 

travel in from out-of-state or out-of-country. Several of them stated that because of this, they 

were against changing the ceremony time/date. This is in contrast to the 66% of respondents 

who indicated in the survey questions that they’d be willing to change the date of the 

commencement ceremony. Further, multiple students shared that the 5 ticket restriction put 

them in an uncomfortable (and heartbreaking) position with these relatives. 2 comments 

touching on this particular consideration are transcribed below: 

Sample Comment #1: (Undergraduate graduating senior | Needs 5-9 tickets) 

“I have family traveling from out of state for this event and now due to the ticket 

restriction some will have to change their plans and I will have to break the news to 

them that they will not be able to attend the ceremony. This is a moment that is not just 

for the graduate but for family and friends who have supported us along the way.” 

Sample Comment #2: (Undergraduate graduating senior | Needs 10-14 tickets) 

“My family is flying 10 hours to witness this significant moment. There's 10+ of them 

paying $2000 in airfare so I don't want to pick 5 people out of the many to attend 

because they're all coming a long way to be here.” 



 

 

Page 13  

 

Summary of Findings 
Overall, this survey revealed that the “commencement controversy” is not just about an 

unsuitable venue. Instead, qualitative findings demonstrate that a group of students feel 

disconnected from the planning process behind the commencement ceremony. These students 

feel strongly about who should be able to attend their graduation ceremony and have 

significant concerns about the five ticket limit. However, they are equally concerned that they 

have not been heard – or, conversely, that their views have not been solicited. Consequently, 

they feel disenfranchised by the commencement planning process. 

Specific student concerns about the commencement venue coalesced around three areas: 1) 

the inadequacy of a five-ticket limit, 2) the importance of honoring students’ extensive support 

networks (ranging from immediate and extended family members to mentors and close 

friends), and 3) the perceived lack of foresight on the part of the Commencement Committee. 

Students do not feel included in the planning process that went into the venue selection 

decision.  

This survey indicates that students feel like they have not been heard. The detailed qualitative 

findings present an opportunity to understand the rationale behind these concerns. 
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Appendix 1: Student Comments 
Select your 

class status. 

Are there any comments you'd like to share with the 

commencement ceremony committee? 

Graduating 
Senior 

I know everyone is trying their best! Thank you! 

Graduating 
Senior 

more tickets! pleeease 

Graduating 
Senior 

As a first member of my family graduating college, I have a large family and they would all 

love to come. But with the limited amount of tickets my own house hold can't come 

Graduating 
Senior 

I have worked very hard to achieve graduation honors (Magna Cum Laude) and would like for 

my family to be able to attend and to not have to tell some of them that they can't after I 

have finally completed my degree. 

Graduating 
Senior 

I think that a better ticket structure would be to allow 2-4 tickets per person (only if they are 
confirmed to walk at the ceremony), with an option to purchase more tickets at a price. 

Graduating 
Senior 

PLEASE give us more tickets 5 isn't enough. It's not fair. 

Graduating grad 
student 

None. 

Graduating 
Senior 

I have family from in state and out of state who would like to attend the commencement as I 

am the first in our family to graduate college.  

Graduating 

Senior 
Graduating from Undergrad or Grad school is a big event to many people especially for first 

generation college students and their families, I think we should really have the option to 

purchase more tickets for the ceremony because five is simply not enough. I appreciate the 

effort to change the ticket situation 

Graduating 
Senior 

Five tickets is really too small for any amount of family to be present. Parents and 

grandparents alone can take up 6 tickets. That's not including siblings or extended family. 

Graduating 
Senior 

I would appreciate it very much if we are allowed to bring more guests because I already 
have family members from out of state (8 guests total) planning to come support me . Thank 

you. 
Graduating 
Senior 

Very poor planning indeed. Tacoma dome traffic is way worse than Seattle traffic, at least 

husky stadium would have mple parking. 

Graduating 

Senior 
I need more than 5 tickets. 5 is not even close to enough tickets for each person. 

Graduating 
Senior 

Because of the shortage of tickets, some very important people in my life may not be able to 

go. 
Graduating 
Senior 

We need more tickets guys! 5 is NOT ENOUGH! 

Graduating 
Senior 

Having only 5 tickets per graduating senior is extremely small especially for anyone who has 

grandparents who would like to attend, and who also have siblings. 

Graduating 
Senior 

I have a big family and had a lot of help and encouragement from friends  along the way, so 
it will be hard to choose just 5 people to be there! I'm not too bent out of shape about it, but 

I can understand why others want to change the venue.  

Graduating 
Senior 

I didn't walk at my high school or community college graduation and having my immediate 

family at least there would mean the world to me (6 people). Thank you for taking this issue 

seriously. 
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Graduating 

Senior 
More tickets! This is a great moment for my family. I'm am the first to attend college and 

graduate so it is a momentous occasion!  

Graduating 
Senior 

I have six children plus my spouse. If I receive 5 tickets, some of my children can not attend. 

I decided not to participate in ceremony. 

Graduating 

Senior 
With only 5 tickets, only my parents and 3 out of 4 grandparents can come... 

Graduating 
Senior 

The commencement should still be within the month of June. I would be very upset if the 4th 

of July was rolling around and I had not walked. There should be another option on that 
question; earlier is acceptable, but later is a limited availability... 

Graduating 

Senior 
If I graduate in Husky Stadium, It will be meaningful. 

Graduating 
Senior 

I think it is ridiculous and ludicrous to require infants and toddlers to have a ticket even 

though they are sitting on the laps of adults.  Not only are we now less two tickets from last 

year's graduating class, but if you have a toddler or nfant, you are now down one more.  As 
the first person in my family to attend and graduate with a bachelors from a university, I find 

it disappointing that this issue even came up.  With all of the tuition the school has gotten 

from this graduating class, you would think it would be able to afford and plan for a larger 

venue so that it's graduating class did not have to pick and choose between their parents, 
grandparents, children, or, in my case, in-laws.  The whole situation is ridiculous and needs to 

be rectified.   

Graduating 
Senior 

5 tickets doesn't even cover my immediate family! 

Graduating 
Senior 

The idea of five tickets is disappointing and will put me in a rather uncomfortable situation 

with family. 
Junior I've overheard classmates, who are senior, talking about this issue and they are really-really-

really upset. Originally, I wasn't going to fill out this survey since when I graduated from 

Tacoma Community College only 4 family members attended my graduation at the 

convention center. However, my classmates encouraged me to complete this survey because 

I have a large family and more family members and friends may attend my UWT graduation 
in 2017. 

Graduating 

Senior 
5 tickets is not enough considering I am the first to graduate in my family and it is a very 

important event to my family and I 

Graduating 
Senior 

Yes make more tickets available for 2016 commencement. Either by creating forum where 

students can offer tickets or utilize entire Tacoma Dome. Thank you for looking into this!  

Graduating 
Senior 

Commencement to me is a huge milestone, and I would want those that are important to me 

and have supported me through my journey to share that day with me. 

Junior Please take in consideration that UW-Tacoma is a non-traditional student base. Students age 
demographics attending this campus is quite different from the traditional standpoint. The 

point I'm making is, having loved ones attend this event is extremely important to the fact 

that they are heavily involved with the students overall success. A full school load with kids 

and work makes attending school nearly impossible without the support they provide. Having 
a ticket count of 5 is a dis-service to the students and family members alike, since picking and 

choosing would require some family members to be left out of the students big day. I urge 

UW-Tacoma to highly reconsider the current ticket count! If this is not an option, then 

incorporating Tacoma students in the main campuses ceremonies is preferred. 
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Other: Non 

Graduating 
Senior 

For some people, this is the biggest accomplishment in their life, and in some cases, for their 

family.  I don't think that making a student that may have a large support network limit it 

down to 5 people. Take into account a married student that has both parents and 

grandparents alive.  4 siblings that were instrumental to the student by watching their kids or 

helping them study.  What about the best friend or pastor that has been helpful in 
encouraging the student to continue on.   

 

So now you are asking 1 student to narrow down his support network from 10 very important 

people down to 5? 
 

That is unacceptable!  With the amount of tuition that we pay for an education, we should 

not be limited to such a small number to tickets.   

Graduating 
Senior 

Husky Stadium is a good place for graduating students because it is the most representative 

place of UW. Every student from UW should graduate there for commencement ceremony.   

Graduating 
Senior 

I believe that 5 tickets per graduate is a reasonable amount. Personally, I would only want to 

bring my immediate family to the event rather than extended family or friends. For anyone 
who wants to have more than 5 guest tickets, they should simply have to either get them 

from other graduating students who have extras or have a flat fee for additional tickets that 

are available from the school. 

Junior let our people come to celebrate us. u can't ask us to choose!! 

Junior Having all my loved ones and friends who have supported me throughout my college journey 

is what is most important to me. There would be no way for me to be able to pick and chose 

who would be there for me on such a special event. The only reason why I would even 

attend the ceremony is for them, not really for me.  

Graduating 
Senior 

I have no idea when and how to get tickets for the ceremony. The page or link I was emailed 
to find any information about graduating does not work. So I have no idea if I can even 

graduate. 
Graduating 
Senior 

I am the first female in the family to graduate with a bachelor's... the highest being an 

associates degree. I have family coming to town and would like to have them watch me walk.  

Graduating 

Senior 
Perhaps we can ask neighboring universities to rent out their stadium. 

Graduating grad 
student 

Maybe we can consider having Master level students graduate on a different day which will 

allow for more available seats for loved one's for commencement.  

Graduating 
Senior 

Why was the ticket count reduced from 7 last year to 5 this year? Has the amount of 

graduating seniors gone up that much? I can make 7 tickets work but 5 tickets forces me to 
choose between my mother or my father. Ideally I would take 9 tickets since I have bio 

parents and step parents. Why don't you make registering guests part of registering for 

graduation? If students aren't walking or don't need all 5 tickets then they forfeit those 

spaces and the tickets should be allocated by lottery, not put on the market to be bought and 

sold to the highest bidder. Yes this is happening!! Move our event to the last time slot in the 
dome that day. Then they can open up the whole dome for us and not have to put the 

configuration back for the next high school graduating. For a school that is so high and 

mighty about preaching diversity you sure don't take family and how culturally meaningful it 

would be to a great majority of students attending here to have their extended family witness 
what is arguably for many the greatest achievement thus far in their lives. 5 tickets... 

SMH!!!!! 
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Graduating 

Senior 
I would like to have 7 tickets like last year. 5 tickets is not enough for my family. I'd like to 

have my closes family members to see that I have achieved something great because of the 

fact that I came here 5 years ago and be able to finish college. 

Graduating grad 
student 

The comment about whether this graduation represents the first in the family to graduate 

from college does not take into account graduate students. When I received my bachelor's 

degree, I was the first in my family to graduate from college. However, that is not the case 
for this graduate degree graduation. Just wanted to share that. 

 

Also, I appreciate you reconsidering the ticket allotment. For many of us, having our families 

witness this celebration is a special support that we want near us. 

Graduating grad 
student 

CREATIVITY. 

Graduating grad 
student 

I have a few family members who would like to attend but can't due to the new policy. 

Graduating 

Senior 
I think this situation is very disappointing and inconsiderate, especially to those who are from 

out of state (flying in), and those who are first in their families to graduate college. Shame on 

you all for not planning accordingly. Very sad for all of us. 

Graduating 
Senior 

I think having the graduation ceremony at the husky stadium would be much more 

convienient because the stadium is our pride. Walking in the husky stadium for graduation 

will give all the students the award of putting in the hard work for four years to get their 
bachelors. It is every student's dream to  have the best graduation experience and we all 

deserve to get that by getting our graduation at the stadium. Also it's a very important day 

for all of our loved ones and i wouldn't want to ruin it by  limiting it only to 5 members. I 

request that we please get the husky stadium for our graduation ceremony because its part 

of our UW pride. Seattle isn't that far from all of us and even if it is, i am sure people can 
manage to commute for their big day.  

Graduating 

Senior 
Hello,  

 

Being the first in my family to graduate, they were all looking forward to watching me walk 

on that monumental day. It's discouraging to only have five tickets available when I am a 
family of six. I have to exclude my significant other, grandparents, close family members, 

family that are flying in from Georgia, and friends. I have been at the University of 

Washington all four years, and I find it disappointing that they can't make proper  

commencement ceremony arrangements to accommodate for large families. I would be 

willing to pay for tickets, or even have paid over the years on top of tuition  with a fee to 
fund commencement. I feel like the student body has not been given a fair voice over the 

years, because this issue should've been addressed a long time ago.  The location of the 

ceremony does not matter as long as I can have all my support there with me.  Thanks for 

reading.  -Nicole Halvorsen  

Graduating 
Senior 

I think having the ceremony at the husky stadium would be most appropriate. The stadium 
would be able to provide students more number of loved ones to attend their commencement 

ceremony. It would also give us students a more Uw home feeling. Many of my fellow 

students discussed that in high school they graduated at Tacoma Dome so they feel that they 

are basically reliving that same moment. Graduating at the husky stadium would be a dream 
come true because that is our stadium and our pride.  

Junior Provide space for our families to celebrate graduation with us! 
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Freshman There are some students who has a big family. For example, in high school, we only got 10 

tickets for free. If we need to get extra tickets, we need to pay I think like $5 per ticket.  

Other: 1st year 
graduate student 

As important as the commencement ceremony is to me, I would want to have my family and 

closest friends there to celebrate this accomplishment with me. 

Graduating 

Senior 
no 

Junior I think that if the number of tickets students would get for commencement fell below 5 then 

the idea of moving the ceremony to Husky Stadium should be strongly considered. However, 
the number of tickets students get should be estimated sooner than only a couple of months 

out as some my have been making plans for a long time. Also, if the ceremony was moved to 

Husky Stadium for capacity purposes, I think that the ceremony should be moved to a 

different day or held at a later time. 
Junior I think that having a large commencement ceremony would be beneficial to the reputation 

and brand of University of Washington Tacoma.  

Graduating 
Senior 

If the date were to change, it would be more convenient to push the date later than the said 

date than before.  

 
Thank you .  

Graduating 
Senior 

I am supported by many through my education process. They have already invited 

themselves to my graduation. It's a big deal. 

Graduating 
Senior 

I am not the first in my family to go to college, but I am the first to go to a University and I 

will be the first in my extended family as well to graduate from a university. I think its unfair 

that after paying such high tuition, and contributing to campus, that my grandparents who 

haven't been to a gradation yet and have helped me so much in my college career, won't be 
able to attend due to the ticket restriction. 

Graduating 

Senior 
My family lives abroad. a student ask me whether she can use my 5 tickets. I said yes but I 

don't know whether I'll be in US during June. I wish I don't have to be in present to pickup 

my ticket so can use them even if I not in USA  

Other: graduated 
2015 

I graduated last year, and even then the number of tickets allotted was far from enough for 

many of my classmates. I gave up my tickets so that two of them could have their families 

with them. a new venue is definitely in order. thank you for asking 

Graduating grad 
student 

I would have preferred a later time - 9:00 am on a Friday morning has been challenging to 
have family attend. A weekend would be nice, but I understand this may be impossible to 

obtain. I marked indifferent to changing the date, but I have taken day off from work, so any 

changes - I would appreciate speedy response. Thank you conducting this survey. 

Graduating 

Senior 
My family which includes my four children and husband  total 5, including my sisters and my 

parents I would need 9 tickets alone not including my grandparents or aunts.  

Graduating 
Senior 

I have my vacation from work planned for the 10th so I would not be able to get the time off 

to attend the ceremony unless the date would be changed 2 days before or after.  

Graduating 

Senior 
I' am the first one to graduate from my family and I have four sisters that would like to 

attend. This ceremony is a testament of my handwork and I would like them to be there and 

celebrate with me and also to be an example and inspire them to pursue a higher education. 

I am also married and I would like my mother and my husband to attend.  
 

Thank you for your interest in accommodating everyone and their loved ones. 
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Graduating 

Senior 
Why did we get two less tickets than the graduating class of 2015?  

Junior Maybe we can utilize more space at the tacoma dome  

Junior Being a first generation graduate means a lot to my family. Just graduation alone and 

knowing they have been there through this entire process has been a blessing. Please do not 

make me choose who can come to my once in a lifetime ceremony.  

Graduating 
Senior 

It is important to allow students to invite whomever is important to them in their lives.  This 

is a very special day that we have all worked very hard for.  Personally, with only five tickets, 
I will not be able to even bring my spouse and all my children.  I will need to arrange for 

childcare for the children I cannot bring.  I know many other people will not be able to invite 

the people that are important in their lives.  I would be glad graduate at the Husky Stadium 

in order to accommodate this celebration for all of the graduates. 

Graduating grad 
student 

I have already blocked off the dates for hooding and graduation ceremonies. Family members 

have already purchase plane tickets and hotel accommodations. I will make do with however 
many tickets are available. 

Graduating 
Senior 

none 

Graduating 
Senior 

I think holding ceremony in Husky Stadium will be more meaningful, and more spaces and 

tickets will be available. 

Graduating 

Senior 
I am very upset about the planning of all of this. While I know that it sounds petty to 

complain about the amount of tickets we are getting, I think there is a bigger picture here. I 

am the first person in my entire family (over 60 people) to graduate college. To really, even 

go to college. While I do not want all of my family there I would like some. I am not asking 

for much. But. I have gone to school for 5 long, long years. I have poured my entire soul into 
getting an education. I have struggled more with school than I have with anything in my 

entire life. From contemplating dropping out, to being so frustrated that I couldn't sleep. To 

thinking I was less because I could not get higher grades. My family, my friends, the people I 

want to be sitting there watching me graduate are the people who have time and time again 
picked me up, brushed me off, and told me that I can do this. If it wasn't for them, I simply 

would not be here. I have a debt to them. I owe this to them. Because they worked hard too.  

 

We are a university. We are a place where magic happens, where people find their true 

selves. You really expect everyone to only have 5 people in their lives to experience 
something so life changing? The culminating moment of over 16 years of school. And you say 

I can't have more than 5? Where is the loyalty to your student body? Where were you as a 

college student? Were you regulated? Why should we be? We are a university that is so 

diverse. Professors and students love that. So, administration should think that too right? I 
know people in my classes that have over 5 kids, c'mon now.  

 

I love UWT, I am happy I went here. But, this is bad. This goes against everything UWT 

stands for. We are different, we are a great community. Do not ruin it by telling us who and 

who we cannot invite to our own graduation. Please. 
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Graduating 

Senior 
I have emailed the commencement department directly regarding my request for my tickets.  

The 5 tickets allotted does not even cover my wife and children.  My parents who paid for my 

schooling and have encouraged me since I was a child to go to college would currently be 

unable to attend due to the ticket limit.  Both sets of my grandparents have financially 

contributed to my schooling and I have to tell them that they cannot attend one of the most 
important days of my life. 

Junior I would need either 7, 8 or 9, from the 5-9 category answer. 

Graduating 
Senior 

I need more tickets. 5 is not enough. Graduation is a special moment ...once in a lifetime 

moment where all family members should be able to witness the celebration. It's not fair to 
have 5 tickets only .  

Graduating 
Senior 

I feel it is a slap in the face of the graduate and there family when we limit who can and 

cannot come to see all the hard work they have put in, all the long hours, all the exams. This 

is greater than high school graduations and I would think the school would treat this as a 

serious topic. Family is an essential part to my being and there shouldn't be a limit especially 
with all the money paid. I was outraged last year when my fellow seniors said what happened 

with the tickets and I am outraged this year. If I cannot have all my family whats the point in 

walking? 

 
OHANA-means family, and family means no one gets left behind or forgotten. Especially on 

such a special day. This isn't only my accomplishment- its my families. 

Graduating 
Senior 

I'm just worried I won't be able to get enough tickets for everyone in my family that would 

like to come. I do understand that space is limited. 

Graduating 
Senior 

Pleaaaasee if it has to be after the 10 to utilize the whole stadium then by all means lets do 
that. I have more then 5 people who I want to see me walk on my big day. 

Junior I work very hard for four years, and my  family who is very proud of me wants to see me 

graduate.  
Junior Yes I've been to several schools and this has been the first that I've heard of such 

ridiculousness about limiting the amount of guests that can come to ones graduation. Shame 

on this school, it doesn't matter what the reason is it shouldn't happen. I graduate in a year 

from now and hope this gets resolved before then !  

Graduating 

Senior 
N/A 

Other: Post-Bac I think taking into account accessibility issues for guests has been greatly overlooked. Please 

consider the number of disabled people in attendance for future graduation events. It is 
greatly needed.  

Graduating 

Senior 
I have two parents, four grandparents, two sisters and a boyfriend who ALL want to be there 

to support me at graduation. Five tickets is simply not enough. 

Junior Graduation is a very big part of one's educational journey, and it means a lot for us graduates 

to be able to have loved ones share in this happy accomplishment.  

Junior I'm a transfer student and the first in my family to go to college. It would mean a lot to me 

and my family to be able to have them here for the commencement ceremony.  
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Graduating 

Senior 
I think there are better alternatives to our commencement than Husky Stadium or bust. While 

it is a valid option that obviously should be considered, as a commuter campus that includes 

students from all over the South Puget Sound, not just in the Tacoma metropolitan area. 

 

While I understand that the growing population of the UW Tacoma community limits the 
ability to utilize other venues, perhaps there should be further discussion about relocating to 

a different venue in future years, as I'm sure it is nearly impossible at this point to find a 

venue that can appease everyone so close to the graduation date. 

Graduating 

Senior 
Please take into consideration other events such as the Seattle campus Ravens Feast when 

scheduling.  
Graduating grad 
student 

I understand the need to limit seating. An alternative may be to split the times for degrees/ 

undergraduate or masters.  

Graduating grad 

student 
I am glad that I can voice my opinion! 

Junior Not at the moment. However, I do expect that if we are only permitted a certain amount of 

tickets, we should be allowed a way to obtain more if needed.  

Graduating 
Senior 

I would like more of the tickets for my family and friends. 5 is not enough for all of the 

people I would like to invite. 

Graduating 
Senior 

I am not walking in the commencement ceremony because of the volume of students 
graduating this year. This fact actually makes me very sad because I am immensely proud of 

my accomplishments, as are my parents and relatives, and I was looking forward to the event 

until I found out about it’s size. My personal belief is that graduation should be broken down 

by departments instead of the communulative student body. If this was to be implemented I 

would reconsider attending the ceremony. Smaller events could be managed better and more 
of the students' family members could attend. 

 

Thank you for your time, 

 
Graduating Senior  

Graduating 
Senior 

People do not need to bring their entire extended families, babies should not be required to 

have a ticket. More of the Tacoma Dome should be used. If they wanted more they should 
have gone to the Seattle campus and stop complaining. They are effecting all of the people 

like myself that are fine with the situation, traffic to a new venue and moving the date is not 

going to help anyone, it will only hurt those that are being the silent majority watching the 

chaos that this whole situation is having on plans that have been made, approved and set. If 
they had a problem they should have voiced it much earlier. Once again it doesn't matter if 

you are the first to go to school your whole family does not need or probably want to attend. 

These are long and boring and a ceremony, have the family celebration later. Attacking 

students over selling their extra tickets and asking them for them in the same breathe is 

stupid.  
Graduating grad 
student 

if i were walking i'd want to invite more than 5 guests 
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Graduating 

Senior 
I am a graduating senior this year and am very disappointed that I can't have my children 

and their spouses, along with other family members attend the commencement ceremony. I 

am being forced to pick and choose whom of my children may attend. Unfortunately, I have 

had to tell other family members and staff members from the community college that I 

attended, they will not be able to attend! I am outraged at the amount of tuition that I have 
paid, that UWT is unwilling to change the location of the ceremony to begin with  to 

accommodate students. Last year and the year before, the majority of the students 

complained about the conditions, this has been an ongoing problem that is only continuing to 

get worse. At this point in time I am seriously considering not attending the commencement 
ceremony and am wishing that I would have chosen a different university instead of UWT, so 

that I wouldn't be placed in this position.  

 

Futhermore, last year business in and around Tacoma were outraged with the traffic mess 

being backed up into the City of Fife and Lakewood. I would like to know if there is plans to 
ease congestion this year? 

Graduating 
Senior 

There just simply aren't enough tickets being offered. Based on past graduation information, I 

thought I'd have enough for my family to attend. Now I have to inform 3 people that they 

can't? How am I supposed to choose? And how do you think it's going to make those that 

can't come feel when I say that they didn't get chosen? It's a bad situation all around. 
Graduation is supposed to be a happy time and a celebration amongst people who care about 

you. 5 tickets doesn't come close to facilitating that. 

Graduating 

Senior 
I'm glad that our opinions are being asked and considered. I was very disappointed when I 

found out we were only allotted five tickets and that I was going to have to exclude some 

people. I have family flying up from Arizona for my graduation and would like for them all to 

be able to come as well as my immediate family at home (which is already five people). 

Sophomore If a graduating senior has not enough things to worry about besides finding employment 

after graduation, and having to pay off students loans and also with their finals, than by all 

means continue to screw them over by reducing their admittance tickets for their parents and 

loved ones to see them at their highest point thus far in academic achievements. If not, 
please give them what they've earned. Thank you. 

Junior My family is important to me and my future graduation is an important event for them and 5 

tickets simply is not enough.  

Graduating 
Senior 

I am the very first person in my immediate family to graduate from a 4 year university. I have 

worked extremely hard to get where I am today and I have been anticipating the day I walk 
at commencement since my Junior year in high school. Imagining this day, where my family 

and friends see my accomplishments firsthand, has been one of the driving factors in my 

success thus far. Only being able to have 5 people there completely changes the excitement I 

once felt. I had to tell my best friend that she could not attend, and I had to tell one of my 
sisters and my step dad that they could not attend either. Having this limit on graduation 

tickets have impacted me immensely, making me have to pick and choose who to invite. I 

can't imagine how disappointed students with family members out of state must be, or 

individuals who have larger families than I do. As students we have worked toward this day 

for years. We deserve to have the ability to have our support systems watch us as we take 
this next step in our lives. 

Graduating 
Senior 

My family is flying 10 hours to witness this significant moment. There's 10+ of them paying 

$2000 in airfare so I don't want to pick 5 people out of the many to attend because they're all 

coming a long way to be here.  
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Graduating 

Senior 
You guys do a great job. Please keep in mind that there are a lot of first time family 

graduates and that those families (sometimes large in number) want to be there to witness a 

life changing event. Thank you for your time.  

Graduating 
Senior 

Everything looks good to me.  

Graduating 
Senior 

I understand the limited space, but I attended last years graduation for a UWT grad and 
there was still enough space with each student getting seven tickets, not five. I have divorced 

parents who each are remarried, a brother, boyfriend and grandparents who are very 

important to me and who I always imagined would watch me walk at one of the biggest 

events of my life thus far. We've worked hard to get to this ceremony and I only find it right 
to be able to celebrate with the ones we love. 

Graduating 
Senior 

I graduated highschool at the Tacoma dome I really think that if UWT wants to increase their 

campus size then they need to adapt there shouldn't be a limit on tickets as small as 5, there 

are so many issues with that.  

Graduating 
Senior 

I personally think it would be nice to have a gradation ceremony in March for students who 

graduate winter quarter. This would also reduce the size and time of the graduation 
ceremony every June. I am partial to whether or not I want to walk at graduation since I will 

be graduation 3 months before and don't really want to wait. But I do sort of want to walk 

since I am the first person in my family to graduate from college.  

Freshman Please consider how important commencement is to the students and their families. After all 
of the hard work that gets put into  graduating students should be able to show their hard 

work and achievements to the ones they love at commencement.  

Other: 
Senior/Non 

Graduating  

N/A 

Sophomore Give the amount of tickets students ask for in the beginning of senior year, and then find the 

location after. It should not have to be a scramble at the end of their graduating year. 

Graduating grad 

student 
Maybe split the programs into two commencement ceremonies to eliminate the ticket limit 

problem. 

Graduating 
Senior 

This is a big accomplishment for me and many family members were planning to attend my 

graduation. It is hard to find students and ask them to give up their extra tickets. UW should 
have provided a service for that rather than putting that stress onto UW students. Or put the 

limit at a reasonable number of at least 10. Five tickets is not enough for people with larger 

families, and it doesn't even account for my immediate family. I was given more tickets for 

my high school graduation.  

Graduating 
Senior 

If the graduating class is big we need to find a bigger venue (husky stadium) to accomadate 

their friends and family who want to come celebrate with them. It's not fair for those who 

have big families (I have two grandparents, my 2 parents, 5 brothers, two sister in laws and 
three nephews) and have to pick and choose who gets to come. I hope we can get this 

resolved before commencement in June.  

Graduating 
Senior 

We should allow student to bring the people who really desire to be there. I understand the 

limitation of space. At the same time, I am the first in both sides of my family to graduate 

from college. Because of that there are a lot of extended family who are looking to as a 

accomplished part of this family, they wanted to see me receive this degree. I would be 
willing to travel to Seattle if it means that we as a student body can have our loved ones 

there. If we can't, I understand and will make 5 tickets work. However, it will not be the 

same as having my family see me off. Thank you for your time.  
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Graduating 

Senior 
While I live 3,000 miles away from most of my family and therefore will not need a significant 

number of graduation tickets, I would be incredible disappointed if my family lived closer and 

I had to tell them they could not be a part of a very important day because of space 

limitation.  UWT's enrollment has increased dramatically in the last several years and the 

graduation space should reflect that. 

Junior Graduation is a great accomplishment that should be shared by family and friends. If one has 

a family of their own, five tickets will not stretch very far. Also, I think that UWT students feel 
like they are treated as lesser than the students attending the Seattle campus. Why shouldn't 

we have access to Husky Stadium for graduation? We help fund the college as a whole and 

thus should experience the same privileges that the other campus has to offer. 

Graduating grad 
student 

I am happy to share the tickets I won't use at commencement with others.  5 tickets is really 

a small number for people. 

Graduating 
Senior 

I would prefer to have graduation in the husky stadium. Also my parents are divorced and if I 

only get 5 tickets then one of my parents won't be able to come to my graduation.  

Graduating 
Senior 

I have dreamed of my graduation my whole life and 5 tickets doesn't even let the most 
important people in my life to be there.  

Freshman I strongly believe that we should be given more than 5 tickets, because most graduating 

students ha a lot of family members who want to see their achievements. An a lot of Uwt 

students are first generation students there for their entire family wants to be able to be 
there and support their huge achievement.  

Graduating grad 
student 

I don't have a lot of people to give tickets to. But I know a lot of people do. So it's unfair, 

especially for first-generation graduates, to lose the opportunity to invite more friends and 

family. 
Graduating 
Senior 

I am a mother, wife and veteran. It has taken me more than ten years to graduate due to my 
family and military responsibilities. This will be an extremely important day for myself and my 

family. I will also be the first person in my family to graduate with a four year degree. My 

family from out of town will be flying to WA for this event. I am heart broken that only my 

husband, children and parents will be the only ones able to attend. I have an extensive family 

including my two sisters and their families. Plus, all of my husband's family who are Tacoma 
residents. UWT is the only college commencement I have personally known to have a limit to 

guests. This includes graduations at four year universities and community colleges I have 

attended for friends. With the growth of UWT, we need to find a larger venue to allow 

students to share this proud moment with all the people who care for them. 

Graduating 
Senior 

Not everyone will walk. I think that it's a bit premature to worry about seat allotment. 

Graduating 

Senior 
I don't plan on walking so this is not an issue for me. However, there are a few of my 

colleagues who do feel passionate about this and I support them. 

Graduating 
Senior 

I would love to graduate at a venue that would allow my immediate family to come to my 

graduation, my parents are divorced so 5 tickets only allow my parents and husband to 
attend, my sister who already bought a plane ticket would not be able to attend. Additionally, 

because my family members have already bought plane tickets for the weekend of June 10th 

so I would hate for the date to change. I really hope UWT is able to accommodate the larger 

graduating class given that they are getting more tuition than previous years.  
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Graduating 

Senior 
This is absolute bullshit that I can't even get enough tickets for my two parents and 4 

grandparents and this I still can't get a ticket for my stepdad or older sibling that would all 

like to go so now you are causing there to fights within my family on who gets to go. You are 

making me choose out of the most important people in my life who is more important and 

then tell the rest that they can't be there to celebrate the most important day of my life so 
far. Why don't you tell your 80 year old grandparents that have been there for evryrhing in 

your life they can't come. How about your kids tell you that they want grandma and grandpa 

to come to graduation so you can't see them graduatate. You people are suppose to be smart 

that's why you work for a very prestigious university but you seem to be lacking any common 
sense. People were passed last year at 7 tickets so this year instead of fixing the issue you 

make it worse how dumb do you get.  

Graduating 
Senior 

MORE TICKETS!!! 

Graduating 
Senior 

Thank you for making this survey. I have 5 brothers and sister and am the first person to 

graduate from high school and college. This ticket controversy has made it hard to choose 
between them, because at least half of them can't come with the current ticket allotment. 

Please do what were you can to get us more tickets. I would love for my family to be able to 

attend.  
Graduating 
Senior 

An increase in the tickets allocated would be great. It seems like it is very limited, considering 

that this is a big moment for many individuals - especially first generation college graduates.  

Junior UWT is a growing campus and community. As the campus continues to grow, please help 

students of this graduating class and future classes a chance to celebrate their achievements 

with all of their loved ones and the UW community as a whole. 

Graduating 
Senior 

I would like this to be a fun and enjoyable event that I could share with my family. I am 

proud of my accomplishment and would like to be able to focus on that, not decide whether I 
should invite my husband and children, or my mother.  

Junior N/A 

Other: 2nd year 
graduate student 

I was really disappointed and upset to hear that this years graduating class will only receive 5 
tickets for graduation and I really hope this gets resolved before next year when I graduate. 

With only five tickets I would not be able to bring my husband, our son, my parents and step 

parents. I would be forced to either not bring my son or chose one of my parents to leave 

out. I also have siblings and in laws that I want to share the experience with. I have 
sacrificed a lot to participate in this graduate program while working full time and I don't 

think I should have to chose which family members are able to come celebrate with me.  
Graduating 
Senior 

I am already donating my tickets to my friend and whether or not I donate them shouldn't 

allow you to reduce the number of tickets offered to others. Increase the allotment and/or 

move our commencement to Husky Stadium (it should be there anyway).  

Graduating 
Senior 

I think that the whole reason for commencement is that it's a ceremony that you are suppose 
to enjoy with your whole family if only 5 people can come that completely takes away from 

the point of the ceremony. I believe that switching the dates is a good option in order to 

either change the venue or take over the whole Tacoma Dome. 

 

-Graduating Senior Nathnel Debebe 
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Graduating 

Senior 
Having my immediate family being 4 people excluding me, I would essentionally be telling my 

grandparents and aunts and uncles whom all supported me in my efforts to become the first 

to graduate from college they can't come be a part of this special day is not all right with me. 

Nor should it be with the school I have dedicated so much time and money and effort to be a 

part of. One way or another those I want to be at graduation will be there. Either attempting 
to get in or getting in. 

Graduating 
Senior 

I understand the difficulty of planning such a large event and having to take everyone's 
opinion into consideration, but 5 tickets for college graduation doesn't even allow for parents 

and two sets of grandparents. Let alone if someone has step-parents in the mix. Also saying 

that infants that sit in their parents lap or in their arms need a ticket is ridiculous. There is no 

need for them to be counted especially when we are already getting such a low amount of 

tickets to begin with.  

Junior I know graduating and having loved ones at commencement is incredibly important, 

especially for those who are the first ones to attend college. In many cases, five tickets is not 

nearly enough. Graduating college is such a huge milestone and I know many feel 

passionately about having a bigger venue to allow for more family/close friends to attend 
graduation. Additionally, the campus is growing and whether it's this year or in the next 

couple of years, a bigger venue is inevitable.  
Junior There need to be more than 5 tickets available per student... 

Graduating 
Senior 

I was surprised by the announcement of each student only receiving 5 tickets for graduation. 

I think that moving the ceremony to husky stadium in Seattle is a great idea if it opens up 

more space for students to bring family and friends.  

Junior Please keep in mind and accommodate those of us with large families.  

Graduating 
Senior 

I cannot understand how the committee settled on 5 tickets.  This is a slap in the face to all 

students who have paid for their education.  How do you choose 5 people to attend from all 

of the people who have supported you throughout your education.  Ridiculous.  Thank you. 

Graduating 
Senior 

There should be a system for those who do not need all of their tickets to give them back to 
those on a waiting list for more tickets. 

Freshman UW Seattle and UWT have no difference, they are both the same. Except one is clearly in 

Tacoma, and the other is in Seattle. It's important to make graduating from UWT as special 

as possible. BUT, I do want you to consider having future venue ceremonies at a bigger 
location in which makes students at UWT feel important too. Yes, the Tacoma Dome is apart 

of UWT, but UWT is apart of the Seattle campus as well.  

Graduating grad 
student 

Suggestion: To accommodate most of the guest maybe give 5-7 assigned seating tickets per 

graduating student. Then have unlimited tickets to guest with no assigned seating or just in 
the standing room only area. In this case, if the student still wants to bring more people than 

the 7 assigned tickets, they can still invite but tell them you'll be in the bleacher/nosebleed 

section/standing room only area.  
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Graduating 

Senior 
The reason for not being able to change dates is because I have family that is coming from 

all over the US and they have already bought airline tickets so that they can be here on June 

10th. 

 

I will be the first girl from 6 girls that was given an opportunity to go to college, I have one 
sister coming from overseas to see me graduate and now that you have reduced the tickets I 

have to not choose which one of them cannot come to see me get my degree. 

 

I really do need 10 tickets so that my mom who will watch her first daughter get a degree 
can be there as well, she had a stroke and will be in a wheelchair.  

 

Thank you  

Graduating 
Senior 

My BSN is a big deal for my family. It is unfortunate that I would be unable to share this 
special accomplishment with my close family members due to the small number of tickets 

that were allocated.  
Graduating 
Senior 

I would prefer the graduation ceremony to be before summer quarter as I am studying 

abroad. 
Graduating 
Senior 

Perhaps including an option for students to sell their tickets to other students.  

Graduating 
Senior 

Most graduates have parents, grandparents and siblings.  Some, like me, have children and a 

spouse.  How do we tell them they cannot come? 

Graduating 
Senior 

I have a very big family and i need these tickets to they can see me walk. It's very important 
to me and my family as this is a huge milestone. It's not fair that i have to pick 5 of 10 family 

members to come to my college graduation that i worked hard for. i paid 4 years of tuition, 

thousands of dollars, and spent countless hours working hard for my degree and the thought 

of my family not seeing this is disappointing.  
Graduating 
Senior 

It is not fair, there are not enough tickets for my immediate family to come and watch the 
ceremony. We should be allowed at least 10. The people that are in charge should have 

known that the class of 2016 is a big class. The date should still be the same maybe 

alteration of the time would be better. 9 am is really early for out od town family to make it 

as well.  
Graduating 
Senior 

Having babies need a ticket is utter bullshit 

Graduating 
Senior 

Changing the date is tough because of traveling accommodations for family.  

Graduating 
Senior 

Like MANY other universities. There are multiple venues or ceremonies at the same time. I.e. 
The school of business or IAS at a different venue. People want to see their one student 

graduate. It is for them and their family typically. If anything, having smaller and multiple 

venues makes it shorter, and more intimate. Just separate a school or department, it will 

make so much more room. Example (have IAS at the stadium bowl or something)  

Graduating 
Senior 

If the ceremony is moved to Seattle and is on a date other than the 10th, my mom and 
family members would not be able to attend.  

Junior Do kids count as needing a ticket?  

Graduating 
Senior 

I would like more tickets for family as my brother who graduated last year had more tickets 

and I would really like all my family to attend. 

Graduating 
Senior 

It is obvious from student responses this year and last that there needs to be changes to the 
commencement ceremony. I think it's awesome that so many people want to attend the 

ceremony and support our graduates. UWT's commencement should be a celebration that 

anyone can attend.  
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Junior Limiting the number of tickets to 5 is ridiculous. I want me whole family to see me and 

celebrate that special day with me. I put in so much work to have my friends and family 

watch me get my diploma. 
Graduating grad 
student 

free lunch and drinks may be provided to guests. 

Graduating 

Senior 
Please give 7 tickets per student again for 2016 

Junior Being a first generation graduate, this moment is very special in both my life and that of my 

families. In addition, many of my fellow students have similar stories. Therefore, it would be 
a tragedy to limit the audience, who in many cases, are the very people who have made 

sacrifices that have helped all these students the ability to graduate.  

Junior I come from a large family. My husband and I have four children. With only five tickets 
allowed, that wouldn't leave any space for my parents to celebrate my accomplishment with 

me. Families are the keystone to our success as students. They feed us, support us and cheer 

us on to get us through. They deserve to celebrate with us. 

Graduating 

Senior 
I think its an outrage that tickets are only limited to 5 per student. I am the first in my family 

to graduate college and my family wants to be a part of that. How will I determine who gets 

to come to my graduation and who doesn't? Please fix this! I don't graduate very often, I 

should be allowed to have any/all of my family present. 

Graduating 
Senior 

5 tickets isn't enough, if we would able to get 7 that would be great  

Junior As for me a first generation student, graduating college is a rare event. In understand there 
might be budget issues but this once in a lifetime event is important for not just myself, but 

for my family, friends, peers, and mentees. 

Graduating 
Senior 

Will there be big ceremony or just small ceremony like separating majors/minors like at UW 

Seattke? 
Graduating 
Senior 

I would be fine with receiving seven tickets just like last year.  

Junior I would rather have it in the UW stadium and not Tacoma dome. 

Junior Students will want support from both their family AND friends. But if only 5 were given, some 
family members and most friends will not be able to celebrate one of the biggest achievments 

an individual can achieve.  

Other: Senior Tacoma Dome is just too small to hold commencement especially since the student 

population at UWT is growing 

Graduating 
Senior 

I am the first of my family to graduate let alone from a respected university. I would love to 
have the closest of my family that still have the chance (i.e. my nieces and nephew) to make 

the choice of college to see their Aunty graduate. It would be important for the future of my 

family. Therefore, having to remove very important people from my ticket list is unfortunate. 

I hope this can be changed!! Thank you for listening to our surveys and petitions. I 

appreciate it.  
Freshman I'm sure the biggest concern for most of us is not being able to have everyone who have 

helped us on our long journey to and through college. I would hate to have to pick which 

family members to take. I have a large mixed family, so this is the issue I'm focused on. 

Graduating 
Senior 

I think a change of venue and possible date change is a great idea to ensure all students can 

bring their loved ones.  

Graduating 
Senior 

I have a big family! And any extra tickets that would be available for graduation would be 

amazing! I love to be able to invite my entire intermediate family 
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Graduating 

Senior 
I live in Olympia so a drive to Seattle would be challenging for my family. Ideally the 

graduation date would stay the same, due to my family already making accommodations in 

order to attend. A change in date could have an impact on my ability and my families ability 

to attend. I am looking for roughly 9-10 tickets, as right now I am having to chose between 

immediate family and leaving some at home is not what I had anticipated upon graduation. 

Graduating 

Senior 
I think the Tacoma campus can consider to hold the commencement ceremony at the Husky 

Stadium if the capacity of Tacoma Dome is not available since the Husky Stadium is much 

bigger. 
Graduating 
Senior 

With the amount of students who are accepted teach year, and with the school only holding 

commencement once a year, there is no reason why the school dos not rent out the whole 
Tacoma done in the first place even if the date had to of been changed. After the amount of 

money we spend each year there is no reason that I have to tell my family they cannot come 

to my graduation and watch me walk due to the lack of student interest from my school. 

Even if the tickets need to be sold in order to make up the rest of the finances, that would be 
better then telling someone they can't have their whole family at this very important event. 

Especially to me since I am a first generation college student and this is the biggest 

accomplishment to my family.  
Junior Husky Stadium would be awesome  

Graduating grad 

student 
None 

Graduating 
Senior 

I really hope the 5 ticket limitation can be removed. 

Graduating grad 
student 

More tickets please! 

Graduating 
Senior 

The 5 ticket limit is crazy! I understand that the Tacoma Dome has limited space- then 

maybe switch the ceremony location. The 5 ticket limit is why I decided not to walk because 
my family exceeds the 5 ticket limit and I don't want to tell members of my family who can 

and cannot come, while they all want to go. I would love to walk at graduation! I've been 

looking forward to it forever, but not under these terms.  
Graduating 
Senior 

I am a first generation college student. And the first of all of my cousin to graduate college. 

Recently while at a family gathering we were discussing my graduation and all of my family 
members pulled out their phones to put in the date of my graduation. Can you imagine how 

uncomfortable I felt to tell them, sorry you all cannot come. Now I have to play favorites to 

the people who helped raise me and get me to where I am today. It's extremely 

uncomfortable to have such a limit on my graduation experience. I still love the experience I 

have been given at UWT, I have attended since I was a freshman, but this feels like it 
belittles my entire accomplishment. 

Sophomore It is completely unfair that graduation students be given only 5 tickets for commencement 

they should be given more. I understand the concerns to limiting seating but not all student 

will use their tickets and in that way there wont be more people than there are seats. 

Graduating 
Senior 

I am first generation and it is important to me and my family for all my immediate family 
members attend my graduation ceremony . By allowing my all my family memebers to attend 

my this will not only bring happiness in our lives but also motivate the rest of my family 

memebers to continue their education. I think it's important to share the possibilities with 

others. Plus, I have 4 kids and a husband's which means non of my other immediate family 

members will be allowed to attend with only 5 tickets.  



 

 

Page 30  

 

Graduating 

Senior 
We pay a lot of tuition to be this limited. Also, making an infant/toddler count as a ticket is 

ridiculous, when they aren't actually taking up a seat. If the ceremony isn't changed this year, 

the ticket rule should be changed for infants and children who will be sitting in laps. Many 

people have to find baby sitters now. 
Graduating 
Senior 

First I worked very hard to get into college and I worked even harder in college to prove to 
myself and to others that I could be successful. I had a lot of help along the way from my 

family and friends. It is incredibly saddening not only to me but to the people who helped me 

a long the way that they cannot attend my graduation because of the lack of tickets. I'm 

angry that I worked so hard and that my family cannot come see me because the school 

decided not to rent out the whole tacoma dome.  

Graduating 
Senior 

Not at this time 

Graduating 

Senior 
I have several in my family who have taken college class but I will be the first to graduate 

with a BA. I also am a single mother and being able to show my children that even with a lot 

of diversity college is very attainable if you are willing to work.  

 

I won't have a huge number of guests but definitely more than 5. 9 would perfect for me. My 
accomplishments at college are not mine alone. My degree and my graduation is a collective 

effort that I desperately want to share with my loved ones. 

 

It is irresponsible of those who drafted our contract with the tdome to not allow graduating 
students to have a voice in their own celebration. They knew how many seniors would be 

graduating, and they still deliberately made the choice they made, knowing we would not be 

allowed many guest. The other disturbing part is they never told us. This is wrong on so 

many levels.  

 
College was a huge financial burden and one I couldn't afford until I was nearly 40 yrs. And I 

still had to use the state need grant to be here. Those that I would have in attendance at my 

graduation would be who has lent financial or emotional support during this journey. They 

need to be there. 
 

As far as venues go, if the tdome can't facilitate the needs of UWT...contract broken. A new 

location is needed. 

 

We are Huskys, we should be at the main campus for graduation. Bothel does. I believe 
nothing less than Husky stadium is where we should graduate. 

Graduating 
Senior 

Would pretty selfish of the school to charge us $40,000 dollars to get an education then deny 
us the right to have our entire family be there to witness the ceremony commemorating our 

success. 
Graduating 
Senior 

3rd generation UW student. Donate money to UW. I have paid my dues. I either graduate 

with my family in attendance or at least in Seattle or I will boycot and stand outside the 

Tacoma Dome in protest. You don't want to lose money so make this right.  

Junior 5 tickets is not enough!!!!!!!!! 

Graduating 
Senior 

This is not only an issue currently, but will continue to be one in the future. 
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Graduating 

Senior 
UW Tacoma prides itself in being an urban serving campus and recognizing that there are 

many first generation college students. Thus,the school should understand that for many 

graduating UW Tacoma students, their graduation is not a win only for themselves, but for 

their family and communities. Hence, it is very inconsiderate and a disregard to students 

success to limit to amount of tickets for commencement. Students should not have to suffer 
due to a lack of planning and consideration on the part of UW Tacoma's Commencement 

Committee.  

Graduating 
Senior 

to UW as one, Please as diligent student and honoring my graduating fellow friends make our 

voice heard by the UW decision makers. 

Graduating 

Senior 
I would prefer to graduate at husky stadium period. but i cant walk til 2017.  

Graduating 
Senior 

Is there any way we could not have it at the Tacoma Dome? I'm not a big fan of graduating 

in a super old building where all the high schoolers in the area graduate at 9 am on a 

Friday... I mean, a Friday morning? Seriously? Because people don't have family and friends 
who would like to see them walk that work or live in other states... I guess only getting 5 

tickets makes that kind of decision for us. For leaving school with 10,000+ debt in student 

loans, I have more than paid for a couple hours of glory in a decent venue with ALL of the 

people who have helped me on the way there.  

Graduating 

Senior 
I'm fine with graduation the way it is now. I support keeping the tickets at 7 as they are now. 

Graduating grad 
student 

I am the first in my family to get a college degree. My family is also flying out from all over to 

attend my graduation and I do not want to have to choose who can go when they've already 

planned on attending.  
Graduating 

Senior 
I do not agree for it to be earlier because I have my dad and other family members coming 

out from June 8- June 12 to watch me, the first to graduate with a four year degree. The 

limits of tickets is not fair in my situation coming from a big family, and having divorced 

parents. Limiting my tickets to 5 would leave me with (a scenario: my grandma, mom, dad, 

their two spouses) this does not include my 2 siblings, my boyfriend, my 2 nieces, god 
parents (4), and ones who supported me throughout my four years of being at UWT. Being 

limited on our tickets this year to five is not enough. How will graduating student be able to 

celebrate with the ones who supported them throughout their years at UWT during 

commencement if they are not there?  
 

In short, please increase the tickets for the sake of our celebration for all or change the 

location to a bigger facility around the same date.  

Graduating 

Senior 
I am, so far, the only child of 4 to graduate college. I will be the only one in my entire family, 

besides my mother and father, to graduate college. My father and his wife are flying in from 

Texas for commencement. However, I still wish for my godmother and godfather to attend, 

as well as my mother, sister, partner, and mother in law. There are simply much more than 5 
people that I would like to invite as there are at least 8 that have supported me financially 

and emotionally through this challenging time. Trying to select 5 to come is asking me to 

leave out very important people from arguably one of the most important dates in my life. I 

would much prefer to have the graduation in Seattle on the same date as my father has 
already bought airline tickets to travel here for that date. Ultimately, I pay thousands of 

dollars every year to your institution and should not have to limit my invitees to 5. 

Freshman Weather permitting, I think having an outdoor graduation would be beautiful. I had my high 

school graduation at the Tacoma Dome and while it was nice, the biggest thing that comes to 
mind is how "gray" the venue is.  
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Graduating 

Senior 
I have a big family. It's unfortunate that I have to pick and choose who gets to see me walk 

and who doesn't.  

Graduating 
Senior 

I would just recommend choosing a date when the whole Tacoma dome can be utilized and I 

am most certain all students will cooperate in having the ceremony which ever date is chosen 
between UWT and Tacoma DOME administration. If that means later then June then so be it, 

or earlier in June or even August. The goal here is to meet the demand and since demand is 

high that means consumers (students and families) will cooperate Because as students we 

want the Whole dome and in Tacoma. Driving to Seattle will increase costs not to mention 

the building and operating costs as well as parking in Seattle.  
Graduating 

Senior 
How was the decision around graduation venue made? Who made this decision? Why were 

graduating students not consulted regarding their needs? Who thought 5 tickets would be 

sufficient? When decisions to increase enrollment are made, are the consequences for the 

graduating classes thought out? Does the administration consider that students who pay 

tuition, diligently apply themselves in classes, sacrifice family time etc might want their family 
to be at their commencement in person to celebrate? Why is it acceptable to the 

administration to hold a commencement ceremony in a venue that restricts graduates to FIVE 

celebrants INCLUDING infants and "babies in arms"? The student body of UWT pays fees 

over and above that of Seattle directly related to a "University Y Center" that the majority of 
us to NOT use which causes resentment, so to then turn around and be told that we are 

restricted to FIVE tickets whereas Seattle students are NOT restricted is adding further insult 

to injury. I, for one, feel that the administration of UWT cares about increasing tuition and 

money in the pocket of UWT and not about the actual student of UWT. 

Graduating 

Senior 
This is an important stage of our lives and we should be able to invite more family than just 5 

people. Many of our families helped us get to this point and supported our goals they deserve 

to see us graduate to continue supporting us. 

Graduating 
Senior 

None. 

Junior It is really hard coming from a split family and I know I have family coming in from all over 

the country and it would be amazing to have more than 5 tickets because I want them all to 

come since they are flying in.  
Sophomore Although I love the Tacoma dome, It makes me sad to think that when the big day comes 

and it's time to graduate, most of my family won't be able to go because of the ticket limit. I 
have a very close family and this is a big accomplishment. I would hate to not have my family 

at my graduation due to a seating complication  

Graduating 
Senior 

I have family traveling from out of state for this event and now due to the ticket restriction 
some will have to change their plans and I will have to break the news to them that they will 

not be able to attend the ceremony. This is a moment that is not just for the graduate but for 

family and friends who have supported us along the way. 

Junior I would travel to Seattle to have all my family there. I've been working on graduating college 
for 20 years and I have lots of loved ones who will want to watch this momentous day for 

me. 
Junior I've been to commencement before and I think the dome is a terrible location. It was dark, 

bad sound, and the screen quality wasn't good. Please have it at the stadium  

Graduating 

Senior 
Achieving my first Bachelors Degree could not have been possible without the support of my 

family.  It would be ashamed to not be able to invite family members that have made 

sacrifices for me to achieve my goal.  Thanks for fighting for this cause. 

Graduating 
Senior 

Ticket is so limited, I think around 10 tickets that is good shapes for student 
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Graduating 

Senior 
Graduation is a very important milestone in not just the students' lives, but for their family 

members and loved ones, too. It's unfair that we are given only five tickets. For many of us, 

that doesn't even include all of our immediate family members. It's unfair to have to pick and 

choose five people out of an entire family to attend our commencement. We slave over 

homework and pay ridiculous amounts of money for a degree, so it's only fair that we are 
able to bring as many people as we want to celebrate with us. I would highly recommend to 

change the graduation venue to the Husky Stadium. 

Graduating 
Senior 

I would just like to be able to have my immediate family attend graduation. That includes my 

parents, four children, one spouse, and two grandchildren. I feel that UWT has been actively 

trying to grow their attendance numbers and should have been pro actively looking for 
venues large enough to accommodate the graduating class and the people who support 

them.  
Graduating 
Senior 

Some undergrads need to get over themselves. Life is full of tough decisions. It is amazing 

the keyboard courage I have seen as of late, compared to while when at ASUWT meetings 

not one student usually shows for open public comment. 
 

I hope that the work being done is not falling on a few. 

Graduating 
Senior 

I would like to know the exact factors at play that have led to the decrease in tickets per 
graduating student. I'm kind of sick of the half-hearted explanations for the decrease, and I 

want to know what institutional (budgetary, enrollment, etc.) data the decision makers used 

to come upon the conclusion that 5 tickets would be sufficient. Unfortunately, "we're a 

growing campus" isn't going to explain away why the campus has cut the tickets per students 

for an extra 50+ graduating students walking this year.  
 

Also, why has this increase in students and student fees not allowed for the possibility of 

expanding the commencement venue to accommodate for a growing graduating class? 

 
What part of my $40,000+ a year of out-of-state (because I obviously can't qualify as an in-

state resident after living here for 4+ years, unable to leave the state to see my family 

because then I definitely won't qualify) tuition and student fees goes towards funding a 

graduation venue?  

 
I know there is an ongoing plan to expand the campus. Is this where the student funds are 

unnecessarily going towards? To buy out buildings (like Court 17 -- where the two floors run 

by UWT don't even have an extensive waitlist and now they want to buy all five) that won't 

be properly utilized until the ones who have been paying for them are long gone?  
 

It seems as though the desire to keep growing has resulted in inadequate or unrealistic 

planning for that growth (ignoring the needs of current and graduating students)...so 

basically, putting the cart before the horse. Then, we all wonder about the low retention 

rates. Is this institution so bent on growing and recruiting that it has neglected the students 
that are (and have been) paying for it to function? 

 

Why is the only suggested solution to this dilemma, that graduates begin hunting down and 

paying for more tickets? Are we not busy enough hunting down salaries, so we can start 
paying off our student loans? Graduates play a huge role in the representation and overall 

public image of this university and yet, myself and many others are feeling severely 

overlooked. Why should my family and I (who have given UW well over $100,000) be proud 

to hang up diplomas with this institution's seal on them if this institution could care less about 

those enrolled when the ultimate goal is higher admission rates? Please, explain.  
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Graduating 

Senior 
This is a big moment not just for myself, but for my entire family. As a first generation 

student, it is ridiculous I have to limit only 5 family members and special loved ones in my life 

to be a part of this joyous moment. Renting out the dome is $25,000 for 2.5 hours and any 

extra hour is $7,500. If you think about it, the rate of holding a graduation ceremony is 

equivalent to ONE student's tuition each year. With the amount of students UW Tacoma has 
on its "growing campus", where is our tuition being allocated to not spend more on a 

graduation ceremony, provide a bigger venue, or build a venue?  

Graduating 

Senior 
Husky Stadium, not Tacoma Dome. 

Graduating grad 
student 

It is absolutely ridiculous that carried infants require a ticket. 

Graduating grad 
student 

Husky Stadium is a great idea! 

Graduating 

Senior 
Please find a way to allow graduates to get more tickets. I know I'm not the only one with a 

larger family and I'd like for them to see where their support has taken me.  

Graduating grad 
student 

Please assess student preferences on an ongoing basis.  I appreciate you asking my 

preference and I'm sure other students do as well. 

Graduating 
Senior 

I need more than 10 tickets. i don't understand why each grad student suppose to get only 

five tickets. I want to invite my families because this is my BA commencement. Please let us 

know for extra tickets. thank you. 

Graduating 
Senior 

I have no problem with the current situation (except for the fact that babies are required to 

have a ticket, that's just silly), and feel that some students are not handling it well. I hope 
they are being civil and considerate when contacting you! I would be fine with graduating at 

a later date, but would not be happy with an earlier date unless something was arranged so 

that graduating seniors would not have to still take finals after the graduation date. I'm not 

trying to just get out of finals or anything, I just want to really be DONE when I get to walk! I 

think having our graduation venue in Tacoma is important. Clearly there will need to be a 
change as our campus continues to grow, either of the venue or the timing to allow use of 

more of the dome seating.   

Graduating 
Senior 

5 tickets is really not enough for people that have supported me through my academic 
journey, and I'm sure other students feel the same. I hope the university can find a way to 

honor not just their students, but also the people that helped those students along the way.  

Graduating 

Senior 
No 

Sophomore Let us share our commencement with the people who got us here  

Graduating 
Senior 

I don't have anything against Tacoma Dome at all. But please consider this is a very big event 

for many families and a sense of pride for many families as well. 

 
Thanks! 

Graduating 

Senior 
I believe the commencement ceremony would be better if there were 2 commencements. 

That way, we can bring who we want to celebrate the biggest moment of our lives. 5 tickets 

is truly not enough. I don't even have a big family, so I am sure that for some..5 tickets is 

just a drop in the buckets. It's important to keep in mind, too, how diverse UWT is & how 
many students are first gen graduates.. So, we really would like to have our closest friends 

and family at the ceremony to celebrate this moment.  

Graduating 
Senior 

As the first to graduate from college in my family. I want to share this accomplishment with 

as many friends and family as possible. This is a huge milestone and it saddens me to think 
that if this issue isn't resolved I'll be missing important people.  
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Graduating 

Senior 
Have two ceremonies with 3-4 of the major colleges (IAS Business etc) split up. Or just 

change the layout it's ridiculous that 50 more people are graduating and everyone gets two 

less tickets - poor planning Admin  
Graduating 
Senior 

I was homeless through the first 2 years of college I have worked very hard and want the 

people I love to be there to see me walk !! 

Graduating 

Senior 
I love UWT and want to share this milestone with my family but the current amount of tickets 

involves me having to choose between members of my family and it feels like a punishment 

to me and to them. Thank you for considering changing this.  

Graduating grad 
student 

I have 5 family members flying in for commencement and I my own core family consists of 6 

people. I am concerned that all those will not be attending this monumental land mark in my 
life. I would like to continue to utilize the entire Tacoma Dome. 

Graduating grad 

student 
Immediate family members, who have lived the graduate experience with the student, should 

not count against the number of tickets! A spouse and a child who have given up their family 

member (student) and made so many sacrifices should be given to the graduate.  

Graduating grad 
student 

It's unfair for me to pay for my tuition and fees and be forced to choose who will attend one 

of the important parts of my college career. I have worked really hard to get to this point and 

I don't think this is fair to all of us and the people that supported us 

Graduating 
Senior 

I have 2 step parents along with my parents. This leaves me with 1 ticket for my boyfriend. I 
have already invited 2 extended family members to come visit from out of state because of 

last years' 7 ticket rule.  

 

This just makes me feel like UW Tacoma poorly planned for an increased number of students 

and that we, the students, have to suffer because the school refuses to spend more money to 
accommodate everyone. 

Graduating grad 
student 

Thank you for the opportunity to share my opinion on such an important and special day for 

myself and my family. Being the first in my family to graduate with my masters degree is a 

huge accomplishment for all of us. It hurts my heart (lack of better words) that I have to 
choose who in my family will be able to share such an accomplishment. Not having family 

that lives out of state whom have supported me just as much the feeling can't be explained 

not having them there with me. Please consider making any changes you are able to so that 

all students who have invested both financially and with time are able to share it with the 

ones that have love, supported and carried them to the greatest achievement in their lives.  
 

 

Graduating 
Senior 

I am a first generation college student. Graduating from UWT in a goal that was too far away 
from reaching because of personal circumstamces. However, I am now graduating and that is 

the best feeling ever. Graduating is not just my accomplishment it is also my parents and 

those who suppoerted me on the way. Therefore, I would want to see my family and support 

system see me walk that day!  

 
I do not understand why we are being limited to 5 tickets. I need about 20 to be honest but I 

will ask for less just to make you all happy:15 at the least. UWT has the money to pay for a 

full reservation of any venue. We (the students) have spent years and thounsands of dollars 

every quarter and yet you tell us we do not get to invite who we want? UNFAIR!  Thanks to 
every single student, UWT is UWT. We deserve to be treated right.  

Graduating grad 

student 
I was very upset to hear that there was a 5 seat limit, which includes infants as a seat. We 

have all paid so much for our tuition, especially Grad students, I am just in AWE still. I hope 

this survey will show the need for more seats per person.     
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Graduating grad 

student 
I am from the east coast and have 6 people flying across the country that were expecting to 

attend my graduation. I was told 2 quarters ago that we would have 7 tickets available per 

student. Their flights have been booked and now we have to decide who doesn't get to go. 

This is added stress to an already stressful time in a student's life  

Graduating grad 
student 

In reality, not everyone will need each one of their tickets, so I think pooling the extra tickets 

is a good idea. Perhaps there is a way to do a lottery system of the extra tickets.  

 

I have to agree 5 is a shy number of tickets, especially for undergraduates. I was the first of 
my family to graduate from college and I needed everyone to be there because it was as 

much my moment as it was theirs.  

 

I don't think the dates of the commencement should be changed, but UWT should try and 
find a larger venue in Tacoma, if the whole of Tacoma Dome cannot be used. We are the UW 

of Tacoma, after all.  

Junior we need a larger venue because I am a first generation college student so I plan on inviting a 

lot of family members to the ceremony 

Graduating 
Senior 

Many of us are older independent adult students who are graduating. I have 2 children. I 

know many more students with 3 or more. That means at this point most of our tickets go for 

them as we have had to sacrifice the most of our time with them. It's upsetting we can't even 

really invite immediate family members and our spouses because of this. Our support teams 
have been crucial to our success and making it this far. We should be able to invite them. 

Personally,I need 10 tickets to invite my two children, my spouse, my mother and step father, 

my real father, my aunt and uncle (who watched my children) and one set of my closest 

grandparents. If I was given more tickets, I would happily give them away to anyone who 
wanted them. It is a shame that us graduating seniors have not been fully considered when it 

comes to the commencement.  

Graduating 
Senior 

If we graduate at Huskey Stafium it would be better for most everyone if the ceremony was 
at 10a vs 9a because being on a Friday during commute hours puts at least 1400 more 

people on the road and that poses many other problems. I would suggest either 10a or 

Saturday at 9a. Thank you. 
Graduating 
Senior 

This is a big event in my life and I would like to invite more than just my parents.  Please 

make the necessary changes! 

Graduating 
Senior 

I do not think I have any problem at all regarding the dates. However, I think it would be 

tricky to do it BEFORE June 10th as there might be some class assignments or exams. 

Moreover, as an international student, it would be hard to not know the date from quite a 

long period of time as we need to book tickets and all of that stuffs.  

Graduating 

Senior 
5 tickets is not enough for any graduating class, let alone one from a prestigious college like 

UWT. Graduation is not something to take lightly, and to not allow an individual to celebrate 

such a milestone with family (beyond choosing only 5) would be a great insult to the four or 

more years it took to get to this point. If UWT wants to pride itself as being a growing 
university, then it needs to be reflected in all areas, including choosing appropriate 

graduation ceremony sites. 
Graduating 
Senior 

I believe 9 am is a little early for most people as the graduation is on Friday. Most people 

work that day. Also 5 people per student is not enough to. A lot of us have more than 5 

immediate family members so how are we supposed to chose who will be attending the 
ceremony.  

Graduating 

Senior 
I would like the commencement to be in Seattle versus the Tacoma Dome. 
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Junior PLEASE DO NOT MAKE US CHOOSE WHICH FAMILY MEMBER GETS TO WATCH US WALK 

ACROSS YHAT STAGE. Four long dedicated years to our precious education at the UWT, and 

the finish line just a mile away. We need to see the ones who helped us win this race.  
Graduating 
Senior 

UW stadium is a great option, or Cheney stadium or the fair grounds 

Graduating 

Senior 
While I understand that many people feel that the ticket amount is too little, the average 

household has perhaps 4 people according to research: 2 parents and 2 children. In my 

opinion, 5 is an acceptable amount of tickets, and people who don't need all 5 should simply 

give them to others to use. I know I don't need more than 4. 

 
However, I have noticed that many students of color are the ones requesting more tickets, 

and UWT is one of the most diverse campuses in the state--so perhaps there should be some 

accommodation made. 

Graduating 
Senior 

I personally have not planned this far in advance. However, just by a rough count I would 

need seven tickets. I do not even have a big family. I am concerned about my fellow 

graduates who have large families. It can be hard to pick and choose; especially when it 

comes to a big life event such as graduating college. 

Graduating 
Senior 

Please consider increasing the amount of tickets. 5 is not enough. Graduation day is really 

important to us, and we shouldn't be asking ourselves of who to invite and who shouldn't.  
 

If I have an option to purchase a ticket so I can have more than 5, I will gladly do it.  

Graduating 

Senior 
It would be greatly appreciated by myself, other graduating students as well as future 

graduates, if the number of allowed guests would be increased significantly. There are a 

number of students who have parents that were divorced, both remarried and several 

siblings. With graduates only receiving five tickets, those students would have to choose 
which immediate family members could attend the ceremony.  

 

It has been emphasized that students should work hard to accomplish their goals, and 

commencement is were we are acknowledged for and are able to celebrate our 

accomplishments. The 2016 UWT graduating class, and future graduating classes, would like 
to celebrate with the ALL of the family and friends who have sacrificed and supported our 

journeys. 
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Graduating 

Senior 
 List of places we could graduate… 
 

ShoWare Center in Kent (Seattle T-birds hockey plays here) 
 

Safeco Field in Seattle (Seattle Mariners play here) 

 

CenturyLink Field in Seattle (Seattle Seahawks play here) 
 

Cheney Stadium in Tacoma (Tacoma Rainiers play here) 

 

Puyallup Fairgrounds (high school graduations have been held here) 
 

Alaska Airlines Arena at Hec Edmundson Pavilion (UW basketball plays here and UW Bothell 

Students Graduate here; I would choose this as the best alternate since Bothell is the north-

end equivalent of UWT) 

 
Husky Ballpark in Seattle 

 

KeyArena in Seattle (Where Seattle Sonics used to play and Seattle Storm currently play) 

 
FINAL THOUGHTS: 

 

     If the student population is expected to grow to over 10,000 in the next decade or so, the 

University needs to accommodate for the future sooner or later. I also want to express my 

concern over the start time as well, since most of my relatives and others as well do not have 
the privilege to take time out of their schedule on a work day to attend. I would prefer if the 

ceremony were to be held on the weekend in fear of traffic and attendance related issues. I 

feel like they are holding the ceremony on a Friday to help solve the attendance issue along 

with it's early start time and new ticket limit of 5 per graduate. UWT is trying as hard as it can 
to make the ceremony fit into the smallest footprint it can to hide the fact that they don't 

wish to spend a little more for a better spot, and it shows big time for me. Hopefully this 

message gets through to someone, for the benefit of myself and others who feel the same 

way. 

Graduating 
Senior 

I would like to inderstand why this was not an issue that was thought of before now?  Why it 

took students being upset they were only allowed 5 tickets to suddenly become a concern. 

Most families now of days have step parents, this automatically makes for needing 4 tickets 
just for parents.  I hope this issue is resolved for the students graduating this year and that it 

is not too late for us. 
Graduating 
Senior 

Why are you waiting until now to send this out!   

Junior Please move commencement to Husky Statium, we are Huskys after all and regardless of the 
location of our campus we should get the opportunity to graduate like Huskys! I would much 

prefer Husky Stadium to any other venue. Graduating college is a HUGE deal to myself, my 

family, and many other students. I have no problem traveling a little further to graduate at a 

more symbolic and larger venue in order to feel recognized for my accomplishment and I 

know others feel the same.  
Graduating 
Senior 

Graduating college will be one of my greatest life accomplishments I have earned my college 

degree and I would like more people to be there is support for this moment in my life.  

Other: First year 
grad student 

Disability accessibility. 
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Graduating 

Senior 
In my opinion the husky stadium would be best. I heard a lot of people who wanted to bring 

a lot more than 5! In addition, UW Bothell does it too. Don't you think it's fair for all UWs to 

be graduating in the same venue? But it's true that we need to consider other's access as 

well.  
Junior UWT prides itself on the large amount of first generation college students at the school, 

however it fails to meet the needs of those students. As a first generation student college 

myself, graduating from college is not only an achievement made by me, but also an 

achievement made by my family. If it wasn't for their support, I wouldn't be walking across 

the stage. It is very important to me that my family will be able to see me graduate from 

college.  
Graduating 

Senior 
I would just appreciate it if things were fair for the students this year. We deserve just as 

many tickets as the previous class. There should be no reason why we don't. That makes us 

feeling as though we don't deserve it. My family should be able to see me walk. I've invested 

my time into this these past two years and they should be more than welcome to see my 

accomplish this, being that I'm the first in my entire family to walk. They should really 
reconsider their decision on only allowing 5 tickets.  

Graduating 
Senior 

I really hope we are able to use the full Tacoma Dome, I do not wish to pick and choose 

which immediate family members get to attend my graduation. 

Graduating 
Senior 

I Wish that all of my family can be there with me on my big day.  

Graduating 
Senior 

I would like 8 tickets at minimum.  I have a husband and 3 kids who have supported me, as 

well as my Mom & Dad who will be traveling all the way from Nebraska, with my two 

youngest siblings.  I have worked very hard to get this, as my husband is military, and we 
move every 2-3 years.  My kids were very supportive when my husband was gone to 

trainings and a deployment.  I want them to watch me walk.  My two youngest siblings have 

also supported me and my family during tough times.  These people aren't important to me 

and my success, and I can't imagine that I'm the only student that feels this way.  Thank you. 

Graduating 
Senior 

Since UWT is growing so rapidly and the fact that many students have children and husbands 
I find it ridiculous to not have ample space for graduates. Many of us are first generation 

college grads and this is a huge accomplishment for the family. UWT should have thought 

about the consequences of using such a small venue and the effect it would have on student 

body.  
Graduating 
Senior 

The Tacoma Dome is probably about the only venue we have in Tacoma that can 
accommodate the size of this event.  Plus with all the Tacoma Public School's using it for 

graduations it's already set up the way we need it.  TPS has been using this venue since the 

mid-80's.    Where we graduate is truly not high on my lists of concerns, but that being said, 

if we tried to move it to Seattle I probably wouldn't walk.     
Graduating 
Senior 

This whole issue was foreseeable, and should have been addressed a couple of years ago. 
This is a gross failure on administration. With a growing student body, it was obvious that 

there would be am increase in graduating class sizes. 

 

This school needs to adopt a pokicy like many other institutions and have a multi day 

graduation. This would alleviate the issue of seating for family members. 
 

This administration needs to realize this problem is only going to get worse as the school 

expands and grows. If this means that Tacoma Dome is an inadequate location, then the 

scho needs to find appropriate locations now. 
 

What this school is doing to graduating seniors as a result of their inept planning and 

foresight is unconscionable, and completely unprofessional. 
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Graduating 

Senior 
Please consider accommodating the increase in tickets or change of venue. I would really like 

to have my family witness my accomplishments. 

Graduating 
Senior 

I'm very upset about the fact that I will have to "prioritize" and rank the people in my life who 

have helped me get to this point of celebration. I'd like to know why, in a transparent 
manner, there seems to be a lack of flexibility pertaining to obtaining tickets that may go 

unused. I'd like to see data from past commencements to understand the basis of this 

decision from a quantitative standpoint.  

 

Overall, I am severely disappointed that this decision making process was not talked about 
openly with students from the beginning. If there had been more time to develop an 

alternate plan with greater student awareness about the issue, this situation would not be as 

jarring and feel so disrespectful. It would at least appear that there was some 

conscientiousness attributed to the decisions made surrounding this issue.  
Graduating 
Senior 

You can not make everyone happy.  Just leave it as it is.  

Junior This is a reasonable issue to bring up and fixable. I want my family to see my moment and I 

want the same for my fellow classmates.  

Graduating 

Senior 
I think that it is ridiculous that each student is only given 5 tickets. Honestly, for myself I 

thought that I would get 7 tickets since that was what was given to students last year. I had 

already had to pick and choose who would get to watch me walk at commencement and now 

I have to choose again. Initially, I was able to have my mom,dad, fiance, and my sister and 

her family go watch me watch, that totaled 7 people. I had already had to turn down my 
other sister and her family as well as my brother and his family. Now that the limit is 5 

tickets, my niece and nephew (my sister's kids) can't even go because kids require a ticket.... 

My nephew is 1.5 years old...why does he need a ticket if he is going to sit on his mom's 

lap??? In addition, I worked very hard to be able to graduate and all I want is my entire 
family to be there. They were there when I graduated high school, graduating college is 

much more important! I am the last person in my family to be graduate college so this is a 

very big deal for my entire family!! I do not think it is fair that the commencement ceremony 

committee made a decision without taking into consideration of the graduating students. 

Because our graduating class size is bigger compared to last year, the solution is to reduce 
the number of tickets each student can get?? How does that even make sense? If there are 

more people graduating, the UWT commencement ceremony committee needs to think about 

changing the layout of the venue or selecting a big enough venue for everyone. I have been 

to two commencements and I think it's funny how we only utilize half of the dome. Fun fact, 
my high school graduation was at the Tacoma Dome as well and the layout for my high 

school graduation and for UWT commencement is exactly identical. It's really nice to know 

that a college graduation is nothing more than a high school graduation. What a joke it is! I 

did not pay thousands and thousands and thousands of dollars for college to get a high 

school like graduation. Here's a solution for the commencement ceremony committee: you 
guys can keep the venue, as I am sure the deposit has been made but change the layout of 

the venue so that the ENTIRE venue is utilized, not just half of it. Ask the Tacoma Dome 

about their layout for concerts....they utilize the entire venue for that and the stage is 

towards the front. If you need a visual, check out how UW Seattle's layout for their 

commencement is and copy that at the dome. I do not want to see a half filled dome for 
graduation. I like to think that our administration is filled with reasonable people, the 

graduating class of 2016 is not asking for a lot, we just want all of our family there! That's all! 

And asking us to pick and choose who gets to go watch us walk is something that none of us 

wants to do! Please reconsider your decision regarding commencement. Oh and sending out 
that email today despite all the drama and frustration that is going on regarding 

commencement....that's just adding insult to injury. Thanks! 
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Graduating 

Senior 
Split the ceremonies. Have the grad students and the undergrads do different ceremonies. It 

just makes way more sense.  

Graduating 
Senior 

I am the first in my family to graduate. I am a non traditional student, whose immediate 

family alone requires the five allotted tickets. I have been so fortunate to have so many 
members of my extended family help me get to where I am now and I really want them to be 

able witness this moment in my life. It is a proud moment for our whole family and is an 

opportunity to set the example for the rest of my family. Even if this year's commencement 

cannot be arranged to allow for additional seats, I urge the committee to address this issue 

for future graduating Huskies. 

Other: Already 
Graduated 

I graduated in 2015. I wasn't able to invite half my family. To top it off, they were given seats 

where all they saw was my back when I crossed the stage.  They flew in from all over the 

country to see me walk. Please change the venue so that future graduating classes won't 
have the same experience that I and many of my fellow classmates had. No one should get 

upset when they look back on their graduation day, especially over a terrible venue. Thank 

you and I hope you make the right choice.  

Graduating 

Senior 
5 ticket limit just is not enough. I have 2 parents and 4 siblings. That alone is more than 5 

tickets in my immediate family. That doesn't even include my grand parents who are flying 

across the country. I will be the first in my family to graduate college. So walking is a big 

deal. I have aunts and uncles who would like to come to my graduation as well! So if the 
Tacoma dome is not large enough then why not more to a larger faculty (husky stadium)!!!!! 

Graduating 

Senior 
Going back to school has literally changed my life.  I worked office jobs I wasn't passionate 

about for 12 years.  Now I'm going to have a career that I love and am good at and that will 

pay me well.  My friends and family have been hugely instrumental in making this happen, 

encouraging me and supporting me (emotionally and financially).  I wouldn't be here without 
them.  Everyone is proud of my accomplishment and I've been approached by all kinds of 

people who want to come to support me in my graduation, the capstone of this total life 

transformation that I've been working so hard towards for so many years.  I'm lucky enough 

that my immediate family (at least my mom, dad, and sister, if not half-sister and half-brother 

and their partners, and my nieces and nephews) will all be covered in my allotted 5 tickets.  
But I have to choose which of my friends to bring in those extra 2 tickets.  The one who first 

suggested I look into this field and has helped mentor me along the way? The one who has 

been my undoubting cheerleader this entire time, always certain I could do even when she 

didn't understand what "it" I was talking about, but just so assured of my intelligence and my 
talent?  The one who's given me so much vital insight into academia and how to make the 

most of my time and opportunities?  The one who taught me how not to beat up on myself 

when one little thing goes wrong, that it's always possible to just keep trying and recover 

from that?  The one who assures me, when impostor syndrome strikes, that I have real talent 

for this (and who takes me down a couple pegs when my head's getting too big)?  I'm 
walking -for them- because they want to watch me do it, because this wasn't even on my 

radar five years ago, because there was no indication that I could ever, every end up here.  I 

spent 10 years never looking further than 6 months ahead because I was terrified of making 

decisions for some future self who might want different things than they had wanted 6 
months in the past.  I can't believe I've done what I've done and am who I am now and now 

exactly what I want to be doing for the rest of my life.  It's shitty to not be able to include the 

people who helped get me here. 

Junior I really hope this gets moved. I have a huge supportive family and they have all expressed 
how much they would like to be there.  
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Graduating 

Senior 
I am blown away by the outrage over the tickets. Yes, I understand how important of a 

milestone this is but people are acting like it's the end of the world. I just don't understand it. 

Now there are people chastising other students who are willing to sell their extra tickets. All 

this drama over a 4 hour ceremony where you walk across a stage for 5 secs, grab something 

that isn't your diploma and then sit back down. Also, people seem to forget that it's going to 
be streamed for free online. I don't know, I find this all exhausting and ruining the last few 

months at UWT. There are other things to be so upset about--focus on them.  

 

But yes, renting out the whole T-Dome is probably the best way to fit more people in the 
ceremony and to pacify the complaining graduating class of 2016. 

Graduating 
Senior 

This issue needs to get fixed. We pay the same tuition, our degrees say university of 
Washington, but we are treated differently by our own school. The Tacoma Dome seats 23k... 

We need the whole space, or a different venue 

Graduating 

Senior 
How will UW Tacoma  manage this in the future? I at least want 10 tickets  this year, I know 

several  students whose family and friends are coming out of town to watch this ceremony in 

person.  
Graduating 
Senior 

I am not the first to graduate from college, but I will be the first that my family will able to 
attend the ceremony for. My older sister graduated from UW-Seattle and because of our 

religion (Seventh-Day Adventist) we observe the Sabbath day and she could not attend.  

 

Now that I am graduating from UW-Tacoma, my whole family was extremely happy that they 

could attend an university graduation; they were so happy that they have shared the news 
with extended family who will be coming from out of state and out of the country. As of right 

now, they are not happy that only FIVE members are allow to attend; five members don't 

even amount for our whole immediate family only. My parents are upset and so am I. 

 
Our commencement is at a great time, Friday at 9:00 AM is prefect for us. They only thing 

that isn't right is that the venue does not fit. I truly believe if we could utilize the whole 

Tacoma Dome and not just half, we can make our commencement truly memorable.  

 

Thank you. 

Graduating 

Senior 
I just want my immediate family to see me walk. With only 5 tickets that can't happen.  

Graduating 
Senior 

It is extremely important to me as the first in my family to graduate to have all of my loved 

ones and supporters able to watch me walk. As a UW student I believe we deserve to not 
have a limit on attendants just like all the other universities.  

Graduating 

Senior 
I think it would be amazing to be able to graduate out of Husky Stadium. We're as much UW 

Students as those at the Seattle Campus, and the stadium would make for a more beautiful, 

memorable ceremony. I would be more proud, and more likely, to walk at graduation if it was 

up there. 
Other: 1st year 

grad student 
Given the difficulties with capacity at last year's commencement, the school should either look 

for a new venue or consider breaking up the ceremony by programs. 

Graduating 
Senior 

This shouldn't have been a problem. I feel that we are a university and we should be treated 

like one. I graduated in the half done for high school I expected my college graduation to be 
much different. I am a first gen college grad with a diverse family, having to tell majority of 

my family they can't come is heartbreaking not just for me but to my family as well. 

Graduating 
Senior 

The student population that we serve deserve to have to all of their loved ones cheer them 

on at commencement.  


