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ASUWT Senate Meeting Minutes 

Autumn Session Meeting #1 

 

Friday, September 27, 2013, 9:30-11am 

West Coast Grocery (WCG) 322, UWT campus 

 

 

 Open Public Forum 

No one spoke at OPF. 

 

 Call to Order & Recitation of Pledge 

Meeting called to order at 9:37 

 

 Roll Call     Present Absent (Ex.) Absent (Un.) 

 

 Senator Cercado   present 

 Senator Dobler-Chale   present 

 Senator Faye    present 

 Senator Gollen   present 

 Senator Muñoz   present 

 Senator Nation   present 

 Senator Patterson   present 

 Senator Slyter    present 

 

(Non-voting members) 

 President Pentescu   present 

 Chair (Vice President) Yuly  present   

 Legislative Liaison Laskey  present 

 Finance Chair Lansing  absent (attendance not required) 

 

 

 Approval of Minutes from September 13, 2013 

 

No discussion or debate 

Vote: all in favor, 8-0, approved 

 

 Announcements 
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 New Business 

Discussion of Governing Documents Committee 

 

President Pentescu gave a brief presentation on the role and responsibility of the 

governing documents committee, and “building a process to build a process for input.” 

 

Senator Faye asked about the availability of legal/technical help in drafting documents. 

 

President Pentescu responded that there will be significant legal help from UW 

administration and the Attorney General’s office; the role of students and ASUWT is to 

build a conceptual framework. Once that’s done, we can enlist technical help to fill it in. 

 

The chair began a round-robin discussion to make sure that each senator was able to 

speak. 

 

Senator Slyter expressed interest in the governing docs committee. 

Senator Dobler-Chale said she felt the committee was very important to ASUWT’s work. 

Senator Cercado said that he may have time commitments which will interfere, but he is 

interested in oversight over the process. 

Senator Munoz is interested in the committee. 

Senator Patterson asked why the governing documents revision wasn’t done before. 

President Pentescu answered that it has been attempted by at least two previous 

administrations. 

Senator Patterson asked if there were legacy documents available 

VP Yuly answered that there are significant legacy docs, as well as institutional 

knowledge from Dr. Howard, Ms. Enscoe, etc. 

Senator Slyter asked why there is a deadline on the 28
th

 of February 

President Pentescu answered that we need to have a constitution out to students in the 

regular ASUWT election. 

Senator Nation pointed out that, if we build a committee with significant ex-officio spots, 

they may not all be filled. 

Senator Gollen expressed a desire for a small committee which can bring feedback from 

different departments back to the table. She regrets that she will be unable to serve this 

quarter. 

LL Laskey had no comment 

Senator Faye feels that she could be a “part-timer.” 
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Senate Bill #006-AU13: Formation of ASUWT Governing Documents Committee was 

introduced from the agenda. 

 

Sen. Patterson moved to amend the bill to insert the text 

“We have seven members on this committee.” 

No second. 

 

Sen. Cercado moved to table bill until next meeting 

Sen. Faye seconded 

Pres. Pentescu, Sen. Nation, and Sen. Patterson expressed the sentiment that it is 

important to move quickly on forming this committee. 

Adv. Prociv expressed satisfaction with the use of Robert’s Rules by the Senate, but 

reiterated a sense of urgency. 

 

Round-robin discussion: 

Sen. Slyter said she did not wish to table the bill 

Sen. Cercado said he wished to withdraw his motion. 

 

No further discussion, moved to a vote 

Aye: none 

Nay: all 

Abs: none 

 

Back to debate and discussion on bill 

 

Sen Munoz moved to amend and insert “The committee shall have six members: four 

from ASUWT and two students at-large.” 

 

Sen Patterson seconded 

 

Sen Patterson requested a round robin discussion 

 

Sen Faye said she was thinking of five members: 3 senators, and 4 part-time 

 

Sen Nation felt this was not an appropriate time to discuss exact assignments 

 

Sen Gollen felt that the process was moving very quickly 

 

Sen Patterson expressed displeasure with the continuous process of amendments 
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Sen Dobler-Chale agreed with Sen Patterson 

 

Sen Slyter feels that the formation is exceptionally rushed 

 

VP Yuly pointed out that there is a precedent for committees formed without explicit 

structure 

 

Adv Prociv pointed out that the bill does not get the ball rolling 

 

Sen Slyter believes that whatever numbers we choose, we should give them very careful 

consideration, and that backtracking in the middle will delay the process even further. 

 

Adv Prociv expressed that the bill should authorize specific individuals to draw up 

bylaws and a bill. 

 

Sen Faye called the previous question, Sen Nation seconded 

 

Vote: 

aye: all but slyter 

nay: slyter 

7-1, the previous question is called 

 

Vote on the amendment: 

aye: none 

nay: all 

 

The Senate moved to table the bill until the next meeting, approved by unanimous 

consent. 

 

The Senate moved to adjourn. Approved by unanimous consent. 


